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of Henry Boan?” If they are held in trust,
they are held in trust for the family. Two
hundred and seventeen pounds is not what
they should pay probate on, but at least
£250,000—£112,000 for the true value of the
ordinary shaves plus at least half the money
they elaim in the 175,000 shares, and prob-
ably the lot. It is a terrible thing when we
talk ahout getting money for public
purposes by levying contribntions—forced
loans from typists and office boys—that we
should let a man make a return showing his
estate at £217, when in reality, it is more
like £250,000. I hope there will be a re-
assessment, and that the probate office
will take the malter up and investigate this
deed of trust that the Leader of the Opposi-
tion says is in existenee.

Hon, C. G. Latham: T did not say it was.
T said it might be.

Mr. HUGHES : It might be! Of course
some farmers might have deeds of trust
under which they have covered up their
debts to somehody else. Why is a deed of
trust required? It is only to cover up some-
thing. If it is a genuine deed of trust it
should have been shown in the probate in
full. If, as the Premier suggests, sufficient
information has been supplied, and the
House will consider an amendment designed
to prevent this in future, then there is no
need for the inquiry becaunse the object T sct
out to achieve has been achieved. If an
ohjeet ean be achieved in some other way
there is no point in wasting a lot of time.

In my penunltimate paragraph T state that
if ever a case was made out for the proposi-
tion I pnt up, these extraordinary figures
supplied so kindly by Mr. Boan and the
Minister for Justice, plus the investigation
of the returns of the Companies Office, do
50.

Great umbrage was taken by Mr. F, Boan
at my ecriticism. I have no apologies to
offer, We are herc as custodians of the
public affairs and have to do our best to see
that people do not get away with this sort
of thing. We have to bring that knowledge
before the House so that it may be in pos-
session of the faets. He said his father had
commitments oversea. Y suppose he had
commitments oversea, but he had plenty of
assets on which to borrow in order to meet
them. I understand the commiiment over-
ses was that he hought an Ivish peerage. T
resent that! T rvesent the Jews invading
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Ireland and buying our peerages. I think
they should leave Ireland as a sanctuary for
Englishmen.

Question put and negatived.

House adjourned at 10.18 p.m,

Tegislative Assembly,
Thursday, 2nd October, 1941.
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30

P amd vead pravers,

URGENCY MOTION DISALLOWED.

MR. SPEAKER [1.33]: I have reccived
a communieation from the wmember for
Avon (Mr. Boyle) regarding his infention to
move, under Standing Order 48, “That the
House do now adjourn.”  According to
“May’s Parliamentary Practice,” 13th edi-
tion, page 248, an urgency meotion cannot
he accepted if an opportunity to diseuss the
matter to he brought before the House can
he afforded in Committee on the Estimates.
I uote from “May” :—

The Speaker declines to submit a motion for
adjournment of the Houge if, in his opinion,
the subjeet to be brought forward is not de-
finite, urgent or of public importance. Motions
for adjournntent regarding matters for the dis-
cussion of which the committee of supply or
other appointed business would afford an carly
opportunity . . . have been ruled to be ont of
order.

In the circumstances, T deeline to read the

hon. member's letter.
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QUESTION—PORT EXPENDITURE.

Mr. HILL asked the Premier: What have
been the nggregate amounts since the Collier
Government assumed office in 1924, 1, voted
by Parliament? and 2, actually expended
for the poris, including bulk handling ter-
minaly, (a) the whole State; (b) ¥Fre-
mantle; (e) Geraldton; (d) Bunbury; (e)
Albany; (f) Esperance?

The PREMIER replied: The answer o
this nuestion is in the mature of a retorn
which I shall lay upon the Table of the
House.

QUESTION—AGRICULTURAL BANK.

Discharged Soldiers Securities.

Mr. DONEY asked the Minister for
Lands: 1, Tn the case of a returned soldier
whose new mortgage debt resulting from a
writing down by the Commissioners of the
Agricultural Bank, has been secured by the
customary new mortgage, is it absolutely
essential further to seeure interest charges
arising therefrom by a hill of sale over
loose nssets, having regard to the existence
of an automatic lien over all such assets
under the Diseharged Soldiers’ Settlement
Act? 2, Will not the Commissioners con-
sider this latter lien to be sufliciert in these
cirenmstances! 3, If not, why not?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS replied:
1, No. Interest is secured hy the mortgage
and not by a bill of sale. A hill of sale is
taken where necessary as o forther security.
2 and 3, Answered hy No. 1.

QUESTION—ROAD CONSTRUCTION.
Bitumen and Cement.

Mr. NORTH asked the Minister for
Works: 1, To what extent has the war
affected bitumen supplies? 2, What are the
chief ohjeetions to eement eoncrete roads?
3, Has the Main Roads Board had any road
lengths of this material under test?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS replied:
1, It is inadvisable to make this information

public. 2, Comparatively high eosts. 3,
Yes.

QUESTION—EDUCATION, CUR-
RICULUM.

Myr. NORTH asked the Minister repre-
senting the Minister for Education: 1, Has
he perused the speech of Mr. Huck (Presi-
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dent of the Teaghers’ Union) as reported
last month in the “West Australian”? 2,
Does he approve the main contentions of
the speech 3, Are any steps being taken
with the curriculum—{a) as a result of the
speech; or (b) independently?

Mr. SPEAKER: Before ealling upon the
Minister to reply to the question, I draw at-
tention to the faet that under our Standing
Orders it is not permissible for any hon.
membey to ask a question of a Minister
regarding his private opinion. Therefore,
No. 2 of the question is not in order.

The MINISTER FOR THE NORTH-
WEST: I ask that the question be Jost-
poned,

Question postponed.

QUESTION—DUTCH EAST INDIES,

Press Delegation.

Mr. ABBOTT usked the Premier: 1, Is he
aware that the itinerary of the Press dele-
gation from the Dutch East Indies does nof
include Western Australia? 2, If so, has
the Govermment made any protest to the
Commonwealth Government? 3, If not, does
the Government intend to do sof

The PREMIER replied: 1, Yes. 2 and 3,
The State (Government was not consulted in
the preparation of the itinerary, hut ap-
parently the period of the visit is too short
to permit a visit to Western Australia.

QUESTION—MINING, ASBESTOS.

Mr. RODOREDA asked the Minister for
Industrial Development: 1, Is the announce-
ment of the Department of Industries eor-
rect as reported in the “West Australian”
of the 1st Oetober, wherein it appears that
100 tons of blue asbestos per month are being
exported to America? 2, What is the total
quantity that has been exported during the
last 12 ;nonths?

The MINISTER FOR INDUSTRIAL
DEVELOPMENT replied: 1, A company
mining blue ashestos in the Hamersley
Ranges recently received orders to supply
100 tons of blue asbestos per moenth to
Amerigca. Arrangements are now in hand
for mining and shipment. 2, For the 12
months ended the 30th June, 1941, 48.7 tons
valued at £2,435 10s. 0d. were exported over-
seas.
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BILL—INCOME TAX,

Introduced by the Premier and read a
first time.

BILL—ROAD DISTRICTS ACT AMEND-
MENT (No. 2).

Read a third time and transmitted to the
Couneil,

)
BILL—RIGHTS IN WATER AND
IRRIGATION ACT AMENDMENT.

Second Reading.

THE MINISTER FOR WORKS (Hon.
H. Millington—Mt. Hawthorn [4.36] in
nioving the second reading said: The
whole problem involved im rights in water
and irrigation has become most contentious
and the Bill I now place before members
for their consideration, though small, em-
bodies necessary amendments to the prin-
cipal Act. It will be remembered that in
1939 a Bill to amend the Rights in Water
and Trrigation Aet was passed, under the
provicsions of  which  certain  water
courses  conld he proclaimed as eom-
ing  within the seope of Part IIL
of the Act, which part deals with
rizhis in  natural waters and the issue
of licenses to landowners desiring to take
water from such streams. The main pur-
pose of that amendment was to give the
Minister power to control and regmlate the
use of water in proelaimed streams, par-
tieularly in times of shortage, when some
form of «ceniral control was essential fo

prolect the interests of all Farmers econ-
cerned,
The preliminaries preseribed in  the

amending Aet of 1939 have been complied
with as affecting the Canning River below
the Metropolitan Water Supply Depart-
ment’s Canning Weir, and the proelama-
tion of that portion of the stream and its
tributaries will he effected in the near
future. Tt will then be necessary for per-
sons desiring to take, or te continne to
take, water from the proclaimed streams to
apply for licenses which will be dealt with
by the Minister on the advice of the Trri-
gation Commissioners. Regulations govern-
ing the issue of those licenses are now in
conrse of preparation and when they are
finalised farmers affected will be advised

[37])
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of the actual position and of the nominal
license fees te be levied, namely, 5s. per
annum for “special” licenses and 20s. for
“ordinary” licenses.

I may explain to the House that “spee.
ial” licenses will be taken out by persons
who were diverting water from the stream

at  the lime of the proclamation,
while “ordinary” licenses will relate
to persons commencing to take water

after the proclamation has heen issued.
Representations have already been made
to the department Zfor the construe-
tion of conservation works on portion
of the Canning River that it is proposed
to proclaim. In the event of sweh works
being constructed after having been proved
practicable and within the finaneial re-
sources of the owners or occupiers of land
copntiguous to the watercourse, it will be
necessary to levy rates and charges to
cover interest, sinking fund and operating
expenses. The owners and oc¢eupiers would
have every opportunity of ohjecting to any
proposed works as the procedure preseribed
in the Act would be adhered to.

The Act, as it now stands, contemplates
rating only in regard to land irrigated by
gravitation from main channels constrncted
by the Minister. In the cases in prospeet,
practically the whole of the water will be
pumped on to the land by the owners or oec-
enpiers.  That is the veason for our desire
to glter the definition of the word “irrigable.”
Tt is necessary that the definition as applied
ta rateable land be amended by deleting
the restriction to irrigation by gravitation.
Originally it wag contemplated that all irri-
mation sehemes would be gravitation schemes,
whereas, if irrigation is extended to the Can-
ning River or any other watercourse, it
would probably be necessary to pump the
water, and pumped water does not comply
with the definition of ““irrigation”™ in the
parenf Act.

Mr. Doney: Are there other parts of the
eountry involved hesides the land along the
Canning? .

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Yes; 1t
will apply wherever streams are proeclaimed
and a license is granted to pump water from
such streams. From s number of streams
water is pumped at present, but we have not
the means to regulate it as we would like to
do. Under the amending Act of 1939, plus
this amending Bill, it will he possible to re-
gulate the pumping of the water, The term
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“irrigation,” as now defined, leaves some
doubt as to whether it is wide enough to
cover irrigation of orchards, vegetables, ete.,
by sprinklers, and we therefore propose to
make the position elear, particularly in eon-
nection with the projected pumping pro-
osals.

Another provision in the Bill is for the
purpose of exempting minor distributary
works from the lengthy and cumbersome
proeednre preseribed in the Act with regard
to works generally. The Aet does not dis-
criminate hetween minor works—many of
which are of an emergency character—and
major works which would have the effect
of materially inereasing the capital expendi-
ture of the irvigation undertaking concerned.
The Aet provides that hefore any work is
commeneed, no matter how small it may be,
even if it he only the diverting of n ehannel,
the proposal shall be advertised in the “Gov-
vrument Gazette” and in a newspaper, and
n period of one month shall be allowed for
the submission of objections. To complete this
procedure oceupies from two to two-and-
a-hnlf months. As I have said, this applies
even to the smallest undertaking contem-
plated under the existing Aet. This Bill
seeky to  overcome that difficalty. The
method outlined in the Act ean be justified
in eonnection with proposals for the consti-
tntion of a new district and also for major
works within an cstablished distriet, but it
is not workable in relation to minor urgent
distributary works.

For many years the department has been
constructing these minor emergency works
—anlways for the safety and convenience of
the irrigationists—without adequate legal
proteetion, and we now desire that provision
be made exempting suchk minor works from
the procedure outlined. A similar provision
was embedied in the Metropolitan Water
Supply, Sewerage and Drainage Aet of
1909, and is availed of by the department in
regard to minor reticulation extensions. A
similar seetion was inserted in the Water
Boards Act by the amending measure of
1937, and hos been implemented by the vari-
ous water boards throughout the State.

Though this is a very small measure, these
amendinenis are positively necessary if we
are to act legally respecting our irrigation
schemes. Whereas provision has been made
fop, irrigation by gravifation it iz now
necessary to provide for water pumped from
some streams. Tn fact, on the Canning
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River a considerable amount of pumping is
nlready being done. The Kent-street weir
has been responsible for quite an amount of
irrigation, which was carried on right
through the summer months. We think it
possible—and our teehnical advisers agree—
that we ean make better use of the Canning
River by the eonstruction of weirs to con-
serve during the rainy period water for use
in the drier part of the year.

Mr, Sampson: Subject to the Minister's
approval?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Many
people are in diffienlties and desire to have
water made available for irrigation from
the Canning dam, but the Canning reservoir
is merely intended for domestic purposes
and cannot possibly be used for an irriga-
tion secheme. However, I believe there are
13 miles of river below the Canning dam;
it is a very fine stream that can be put to
better nse. I believe that much more water
can he conserved than is conserved at pre-
sent, and if this conservation was provided
it would he possible to preclaim the stream
and issue lieenses to landowners to pump
water. In the event of weirs being put
across the stream and licenses being issued
a small rate sufficient to pay interest, sink-
ing fund and working expenses would have
to he struek.

Mr. Doney: Have you considered the pos-
sibility of using the Canning dam for irri-
gation?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: We con-
sider it impossible to make the dam avail-
able for that purpose. That is the deeision.

Mr. Sampson: Would the permission of
the Minister be necessary before weirs wevre
constructed ¥

The MINTSTER FOR WORKS: Al
those matters can he dealt with after we
get this Bill through. The necessary works
could be anthorised, and if the landowners
concerned approved, the work could be
undertaken. The Aet contains provision
that if the landowners ohject to the pro-
posed works they shall not be proceeded
with. We do not propose to force any-
thing on the landowners, but where they
desire such works this measure will make
it possible to undertake them legally, where-
as at present we cannot do so. I move—

That the Ril! be now read a second time.

On motion by Mr. McLarty, debate ad-
journed.
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BILL—PUBLIC TRUSTEE.
In Commitiee.

Resumed from the 30th September. Mr.
Marshall in the Chair; the Minister for
Justice in charpe of the Bill.

The CHAIRMAN : Progress was reporied
atter Clause 32 had heen agreed to.

Clause 33—Cessation of powers of public
trustee:

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: T move
an amendment—

That the following he added to stand as

juragraph {(¢) :—*‘upon notice from the Iu-
spretor Genernl of the Insane that the perason
Iwing & patient hns heen discharged.’’
The object of the amendment is to elarify
the elause. It will help the public trustee
to he really ecertain that the person is
dluly discharged.

Amendment put and passed; the clause,
as amended, agreed to.

Clanses 34, 35, 36—agreed to.

Clause 37-—Investment of moneys under
contrel or subject to order of the Supreme
Court:

AMe. WATTS: T move an amendmeny—

That Subrlauge 2 be struck out.

What is the ohjection to payment of the
moneys or damnges referred to in the sub-
clause to the next friend, when there is a
next friend, or else to the plaintifi’s soliei-
tor?

The Mintster for Justice: I agree to the
amendment,

Amendment put and passed.

Mr. WATTS: I move an amendment—

That in lines 2 and 3 of Subelause 3 the
words f‘ghall, unless the appropriate court
otherwise orders, he paid to the Publie Trustee
and’? he struck out, and the worda ‘'by or to
the Publie Trustee’’ inserted in lien.

I understand the Minister agrees to this
amendment also.

Amendment put and passed.

Mr. WATTS: T move an amendment—
That Subelause 4 be struck out,

The subelause has reference to moneys
orderrd by a loeal conrt magistrate to be
invested under the provisions of the
Workers’ Compensation Aet. By that Act
the magistrate hns certain jurisdiction as to
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the investment, for the benefit of those
interested, of funds paid to a worker or to
his dependants on account of injury ov death
arising from his employment. I believe it
has been the unvarying custom for the
magistrate to determine, when necessary,
what investment of such funds shall take
place. I personally have no quarrel with
that method, which seems to me, though I
admit my experience in it is limited, to have
worked satisfactorily. Now it is propesed
that all such moneys shall be paid to the
public trustee, so that in fact there will he
only one place for their investment. It is
reascnable in the workers' interest that the
local court magistrate should still-—and more
particularly in the interest of the workers’
dependants—cxercise the discretion which
he hns exercised hitherto, and which I have
never heard has proved unsatisfactory.

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: T can-
not aceept this amendment. Subelause 4
will not interfere at all with the jurisdiction
of the magistrate.

My, Watts: With his diseretlon, though.

The MINTSTER FOR JUSTICE: What-
ever moneys are paid ander workers' com-
pensation legislation will he paid to the
publie trustec for investment. I do not know
that anyone hetter suited for that purpose
conld be obtained.

Hon. €. G. Latham: The subelause gives
Ihe magistrate a monopoly in this respect.

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: Most
magistrates do not want the task. The

jrubliec frustee is specially experienced in the
investinent of funds. The subclanse will not
apply in many ecases, hecanse most injured
workers will have the compensation paid in
full. The total amount to be invested, there-
fore, will not he great. Again, henefieiarics
will have the advantage of the common
fund.

Mr. Watta:
advantage.

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: Their
eapital will always be protected vy Consoli-
dated Revenue. There will be no diserimi-
nation as to income for any one invest-
ment.

My, Abbott:
low,

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: The
interest will be guaranteed, and every invest-
ment will receive the same rate. This is the
system adopted by large investment ecom-
panies in the United States and New

Thal may not always be an

The rate of interest will be
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Zealand. Again, there is always the risk of
the unexpected happening. Members are
aware that some years ago a shortage
occurred in the aecounts of a magistrate.

Hon. C. G. Latham: That oceurs in all
departments. It is no excuse for the pro-
vision.

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: It may
not be.

Houn. C. G. Latham: It happened in the
State Government Insurance Office.

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: It is
not o magistrate’s duty to invest money.
We are, therefore, making provision thut
theso moneys shall be invested by the public
trustee. I cannot understand the objection
to the subelause, nor can I agree to the
amendment.

Mr, FOX: The provision is unnecessary.
[ find it hard to imagine a case where it
would be necessary to invest moneys paid
under the Workers’ Compensation Act. A
worker awarded compensation is generally
drawing on his capital; in most instances
he requires all the compensation money to
purchase a home. If a worker is killed, his
widow usually requires all the compensa-
tion moncy to provide a home and support
herself and her children, We would be
creating dilfieuities if we permitted the
investment of such moneys by the publie
trustce. [ have known but few cases of
investment of compensation money; perhaps
£200 or £300 has heen set aside by a magis-
trate to be paid out at the rate of £2 10s. or
£3 a weck for the support of a decenrsed
worket's children. In nine cases out of ten,
however, the whole sum is paid over. I sup-
port the amendment.

Mr. ¥. C. L. SMITH: We should have
some further cxplanation of this provision.
T understand the Bill is designed to deal
with estates in which money is bequeathed
to people. I do not know of an instance
in which a person bequeathed fo another
compensation paid under the Workers’ Com-
pensation Aet. If a person injured in his
employment subsequently dies his widow
hecomes entitled fo compensation, and that
is the money which would he snbject to the
direction of a magistrate as to whether it
should be paid over in a lump sum or in
weekly instalments.

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: Ap-
parently there is some misunderstanding.
Subclanse 1 provides that the investments
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of moneys under the control or subject to
any order of the Supreme Court shall be
made by the public trustee.

Mr. F. C. L. Smith: That refers to money
which has heen bequeathed.

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: Sub-
clause 4 {a) provides that all moneys ord-
ered by a magistrate of a Jocal eourt to
be invested under the provisions of the
Workers' Compensation Act shall be paid
to the public trustee, whose receipt shall be
a complete discharge to the magistrate and
all other persons concerned.

Mr. J. Hegney: In what way does the
magistrate order such money to be invested?

The MINISTER FQOR JUSTICE: It is
invested in accordance with his desire. This
applies only to orphans and infants.

Hon. C. @. Latham: Only to them?
The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: Yea.

Hon. C. (. Latham: Wounld not it apply
to a blind man? It has done so in the past.

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: No.
ITon. C. G, Latham: T say it has.

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: Not if
he is over 21, The provision applies only
to those cases where it is directed that the
money shall be invested. We do not in any
way interfere with the jurisdietion of the
magistrate, except as to investment. The
puhlic trustee is to be given power to in-
vest compensation money on behalf of «
widow, an infant or an orphan. I cannot
see that there is any barm in it, There are
a number of workers in my electorate and
no one has more regard for them than I
have. I have given this aspect of the mat-
ter very serious consideration, and if 1
thought their interests were likely to be
jeopardised in any way and that they would
veceive no benefit I would favonr leaving
the law as it stands. But this is a change
for the better. Under this provision we
shall allow investments to be made by zome-
hody qualified to make them and will not
interfore with the eourt in any way. Orphans,
infants and widows will have more security
than is available by permitting a magistrate
to undertake this work. It is not a magis-
trate’s joh and magistrates do not want to
do it.

The Minister for Labour: The public
trustes would earry ont the decision of the
magistrate.
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.+ The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: Yes.
If judges are not going to invest money why
should magistrates be allowed to do sof I
do not know why the hon. member has taken
exception to the subelause.

Hon. N. KEENAN: The Minister could
have made his case easier to understand if
he had interpreted the subclause by insert-
ing the imaginary words “in the event of
moneys being ordered by a magistrate lo
be invested.” In certain circumstances a
magistrate has the power under the Workers'
Compensation Act to order the investment of
certain moneys. I understand that this sub-
clause provides for the public trustee to
make the investment in the event of a magis-
trate exercising the right he possesses.

Mr. F. C. L. Swmith: It is the widow’s
money and not the dead man’s money.

Hon. N. KEENAN: If money were re-
quired by the widow the magistrate would
not make an order.

Mr. TRIAT: Having also studied the
matfer elosely T am of the same opinion as
is the Minister. Tf the snbelause is agreed
to a magistrate will still kave jurisdiction as
to the disposal of the money. To the public
trustee will he entrusted the task of giving
ellcet 1o the deeision of a magistrate in the
event of his ordering an investment to be
made. We know that in almost every in-
stance in which o man dies leaving a widow
or dependent children the amount of money
left is not sufficient to invest, and it is neees-
sary to pravide for the needs of the sur-
vivors in the period immediately following
tha man’s decease. The magistrate invari-
ably orders the money to bhe paid into an
account, generally 2 savings bank aecount,
and instructs that the widow or the children
shall he ahle to draw from the account so
much per week or fortnight. They bave not
the right to withdraw the whole amount but
only small portions. Generally, the clerk
of courts or the magistrate acts as trustee
of that particnlar tfund, The same will
apply in this instanee but the public trustee
will carry out the order issued by the
magistrate. This poiat is further dealt
with in Subclause 5, I am prepared to sup-
port the provision because I cannot see that
any hardship will be imposed. On the other
hand, I consider that more protection will
be afforded than has hitherto been the case.

Mr. ¥, C. L. SMITH: What I want to
know is: Where is the money that is to be
dealt with under this subelause to come
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from? Any money received by a widow
nnder the Workers' Compensation Aect is
her money and is not begqueathed by any-
hody. When a man dies or is killed in an
aceident the widow becomes cntitled to the
compensation. In the same way money re-
ccived by an orphan or a child under the
Workers' Compensation Aet comes to them
as o right and is not bequeathed to them.
It does not form a part of the estate of the
deceased person.

The Minister for Labour: The magistrate
decides whether and how it shall be invested.

Mr. F. C. L, SMITH: Yes, under the
Workers' Compensation Aet, buf it has
nothing to do with an estate, and I take it
that this Bill is for the appointment of a
public trustec to deal with estates left by
deccased persons. Money paid to orphans
and widows has nothing to do with a de-
ceased person’s cstate. It is given to them
as a right and is not subjeet to uny of the
laws dealing with estates left hy deceased
pergons.  As the member for Middle Swan
says, if 1t formed part of an cstate, the
widow who hecame entitled to it would ba
liahle for the dehts incurred by the person
wha had bequeathed it to her. But, as we
know, & widow is not liable for any of the
debis left by her late hushand. When she
reccives compensation under the Workers’
Compensation Aet on acecount of the death
of her hushband through accident, or as the
resnlt of disease contracted in the mining
industry, the money comes to her as a right,
The subeclause is redundant and unneces-
sary. ‘

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: This
provision deals with the investment of money
and quite n lot of what the hon. member has
said i bevond my understanding.

Mr, F, €. L. 8Smith: I eannat help that.

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: The
publie trustee will act only under the direc-
tion of the magistrate. If he carries out the
wishes of the magistrate the effect will be
exactly the same as if the magistrate were
handling the matter himself. The only dif-
ference is that the magistrate hands the in-
vestment over to the other man who has the
machinery to carry out the work. Nothing
in the elanse is to be feared. Nothing is
taken away from the magistrate. The publie
trustec is there to do what the magistrate
tells him, and what he wonld do himself if
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he were the trustee. T cannot understand
the member for Brown Hill-Ivanhoe. A lot
of misunderstanding scems to have oceurred.

Mr. MeDONALD: I am not able to share
the objection of the member for Katanning
to this clause. I thought, like the member
for Brown Hill-Ivanhoe that when a worker
was killed and compensation money was
payzable to his dependants the widow became
entitled to her proportion, and might draw it
out whatever the magistrate might think
about it.

Mr. F. C. L. Smith: She can do that
under the Workers' Compensation Aect.

Mr. McDONALD: Under the Workers'
Compensation Act the magistrate has to de-
termine who mre the dependants, und he
then apportions the compensation money be-
tween the dependants as he thinks fit. He
apportions so much to the widow, so mueh
to the childven, and it might even he so much
to the parents. 1 admit T have not had
oceasion to consider this before, but it secms
to me the magistrate is given very wide
powers under the first schedule. The
schedule says that the sum to be paid hy
way of ecompensation may be invested,
applied, or otherwise dealt with by the
magistrate whose duty it is, for the time
being, to preside over the eourt, in such
manner as he in his diserction thinks fit
for the benefit of the persons entitled
theveto under this Act. Apart from that
aspect, it is elear that the magistrate has
power to direet investment. That power
would be exercised on only a very small pro-
portion of the total eompensation moneys
payable in the ¢ourse of a year. The magis-
trate may say, “I order £500 to be invested
until the child reaches 21 years of age.”

Mr. Fox: When would that be done?

My. MeDONALD: Very seldom, but no
doubt it would oceur in some cases.

My. Fox: What would be used to main-
tain the child?

Mr. MeDONALD: It is perhaps an ex-
treme case. As an example, an amount of
money, say £200, might be set aside to
maintein the ehild for a certain period.
The magistrate may say, ‘I will take half
the money,’' and that would be paid out at
the rate of £1 per weck, which would keep
him going for two years. The other half
of the money would bhe invested. Under
this section the magistrate decides—and he
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may only do it very rarvely—that moneys
are to be invested, and he hands the invest-
ing over to the public lrustee.

My. ¥, C. T. Smith: Only if it forms
part of an estate.

Mr, MeDONALD: No, because the publie
trustee 18 not merely an executor or admin-
istrator. His dutics are not confined to
the estates of people who die. He is whal
I might eall an ‘“‘omnibuz’’ trustee. He
represents the State and is prepared to
step forward in all kinds of emergenecies
where property requires to be cared for.
He is required to-act where property is
abandoned and where executors cannot hbe
found. He acts in 2 hundred and one wayvs
as, tor example, where money is paid into
court and it is not certain to whom it he-
longs. The ownership might he contested.
He has to take care of property where other
people are not available to do so, under
all sorts of conditions to prevent its being
dissipated and wasted. It would be a con-
venience for the magistrate to be able to
say to the public trustee, *‘ As my agent, on
my behalf and suhject to my orders from
time to time, you will pay this money out
or apply it to the use of the benefieiaries.”
This only applies to money which is to be
withheld, frozen or tied up for a period.
If the magistrate at Wyndham, Carnarvon
or Norseman did not want to bhe bothered
with investments and econtrolling invest-
ments he eould hand the money over to the
man who is, and has the job of being, the
publie trustee.

Mr. ABBOTT: T have only one objection
to this, and it is probably over-weighed hy
the advintages of the snbelause. Under the
cxisting systemn the magistrate nusually seeks
the advice of the solicitor employed. The
money is invested, under the magistrate's
supervision, in trust investments usually
found by the solicitor.

Mr. J. Hegney: It might be any solicitor.

My, ABBOT'T: That is the usual practice.
As g result, a fairly high rate of interest
is obtained. The magistrate makes no
charge respecting the fund. If it goes to
the public trustee he will make the usual
charges for the investment of that money.
The public trustee will be a civil servant.
T am afraid he will be apt to seek the
easiest form of investment, and probably
the safest, in publie securities with a low
rate of interest.
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The Minister for Justice: The magistrate
is n publie servant.

Mr. ABBOTT: But he cannot order that.
Onee he hands it over, he has no say in
the investment under this eclause,

Mr, WATTS: I do not suggest that the
jurisdietion of the magistrate would be less
than it now is, but that the clanse wonld
limit his discretion. There is a prospeect
that any ehance of a more lucrative invest-
ment being made for the henefit, say, of
the orpbuns concerned, may be lost through
this provision. I have no guarantee that
such a chance will not be lost. The public
trustee may achieve all these desirable re-
sults, but I do not see how he is likely to
do so under this Bill. The present system
has worked satisfactorily and should be al-
lowed to continue. Were it desired to alter
the system, the proper way in which to do
so would be by amending the Workers’ Com-
pensation Act. I remember a ense where a
magistrate apportioned the amount available
for the benefit of the widow and orphan,
and decided that £200 should be invested for
the latter. That monev was nsed as a first
mortgage against property that was worth
five times the amount of the investment.
It was lent at G per cent. interest, and the
arrangement was a very satisfactory one for
the person concerned. I refuse to believe
that anything in the Bill guarantees that the
public trustee will be able to make snch
favourable arrangements. I ask the Com-
mittee to delete the subelanse.

Mr. P. C. L. SMITH: From the remarks
of the member for West Perth, I have come
to the conclusion that the public trustee
will be empowered to handle funds other
than those comprised in the estates of de-
reased persons. A man may he killed on a
mine and leave children without a mother to
attend to them. Those children would he
entitled to compensation. The magistrate
may decide that the money should be invest-
ed, but according to the present proposal
that money would have to be sent to the
public trustee for investment. Such a pro-
vision will eause a great deal of inconven-
jence to people throughout the scattered
areas of Western Australia.

The Minister for Justice: Why?

Mr, ¥. C. T.. SMITH: At present they
can go to a magistrate and have a talk to
him in respect to the lump sum payment to
which they have become entitled under the
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Workers’ Compensation Act. In Kalgoorlie
a woman tried to get & lnmp sum in settle-
ment of her claim, but the magistrate only
permitted her to do so when at a later date
a suitable house that could be purchased
with the money was available for her., Under
this Bill, it appears that after the magis-
trate has come to a decision of that kind, he
would have to send the money to the publie
trustee to invest. That would mean people
coming to Perth to deal with the public
trustee instead of going to the local magis-
trate. 1 object to the clanse. It appears
that widows placed in the position of the
one to whom I have referrcd would he greatly
ineonvenienced by being obliged to visit
Perth instend of being able to setile the
matter at issue through the local mngis-
trate.

Hon. N, KEENAN: If in the ease cited
by the member for Brown Hill-Ivanhoe, when
the magistrate dié@ not wish to hand the
money to the widow but subsequently recon-
sidered his decision and made it available
to hev, the only thing that would happen if
this Bill beeame law would be that in the in-
terval the public trustee wounld make some in-
vestment of the money and, nnder Subelause
5, the magistrate would subsequently make
an order for its dishursement to the widow.
The publie trustee must earry out the magis-
trate’s avders.

Amendment put and negatived.

Hon. N. KEENAN: I move an amend-
ment—

That in line 2 after the word *‘allowed,”’
the words *¢by any court, whether upon taxa-
tion or order, No costs other than those tazed
or ordered shall be payable to any solicitor’’
be struck out, with a vicw to inseriing the
words "“hy the Master as solicitor and clicnt
costs. No costs other than those allowed in
such  taxation £hall he  payable to  any
solteitor.”?

There are two classes of costs, party und
party costs, and solicitor and client costs.
If the Minister took action against me and
was suecessful, his solicitors would he en-
titled to call upon me, as the person who
ad lost {he action, to pay the party and
party costs. Eaech solicitor would be en-
titled to remuneration over and above those
party and party costs. The successful soli-
citor wonld have a lien over what he had
recovered for the Minister. T ask the Minis-
ter to allow the present practice fo continue,
Decidedly it must eontinue. Surely no one
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imagines that he can go to law, be success-
ful and have no costs to pay. Is the Minis-
ter prepaved to accept the amendment?

The Minister for Justice: No.

The CHAIRMAN: Order! 1 draw the
attention of the member for Nedlands to the
fret that the Minister 13 not subjest to cross-
examination.

Hon. N. KEENAN: To save time, it is
allowable to ask the Minister if he will ae-
vept the amendment! As he has indicated
he is not prepared to do so, T ean only put
it to the Committee that a selicitor has a
lien over the amount he has reeovered for
his ehient, always subjeet to the reservation
that the solicitor’s costs ean be taxed should
his client 50 desire.

The MINISTER TFOR JUSTICE: If
Subelause 4 of Clanse 37 had been deleted T
could understand the amendment, sceing
that we would fhen have dealt with one
court only. As the elause stands now the
Supreme Court and the loeal court arve
equally affected.

Hon. N. KEENAX: The only point of
objection hy the Minister is that the amend-
ment relates solely to the Mastor of the
Rupreme Court and does nof inelude the
cletk of the loecal conrt.

The Minister for Justice: That is correet.

Hon. N. KEENAN: If T include the clork
of the loeal eonrt it will be all right?

The Minister for Justice: Yes.

Amendment (to strike out words) put and
passed.

Mon. N. KEENAN:;
ment-—

That in len of the words struck out, the
words ‘‘by the Master or elerk of the loeal
court as solieitor and client costs. No costs
othet than those allowed in sueh taxation shall
be pavable to any solicitor’’ be inserted.

Amendment put and passed: the clause, as
amended, agreed to.

T move an amend-

Clause 38—Fees and expenses to be pre-
seribed :

Hon. N. KEENAN:
ment—

That in lines 7 to 9 the words ‘‘In time of
war reduced fees may be prescribed with re-

speet to the trusta and cstates of members of
the Forces'? be struck ount.

I move an amend-

In a svbsequent elanse power is provided
for the making of regulations, and among
those matters that may be derlt with are the
rates to he charged. The regulations may
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cover requirements not only in time of war
but of distress such as dnring a depression.
The two public trustee companies operating
in Perth already eharge very reduced fees to
soldiers. They administer estates of a value
of under £300 without any charge whatever,
and on estates valued at upwards of £5,000
half fees only are levied. When the regu-
lations are framed T have no doubt the
Minister will see that they will provide terms
similar to those at present charged by the
trustee companics. Ie should not seck an
advertisement out of war eanditions by in-
cluding such a elause in the Bill,

The MINTSTER FOR JUSTICE: 1 ean-
not agree to the amendment. There is noth-
ing in the regulations so far.

Hon. N. Keenan: Yon have not framed
them!

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: That
is s0. " 1 desire to nske suve that the soldiers
will receive the consideration to which they
are entitled. We will have to introduce
special legislation to extend consideration in
conncetion with probate duty. The Com-
monwealth Government has made a move in
that direction as well. I eannot see why we
should not extend consideration to mem-
bers of the Forces. One of the main pur-
poses of the Bill is to give special rates
with respeet to the estates of members of
the Forees.

Hon. N. Keenan: Have you looked np
Claunse 641

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: Pro-
vision has been made in other directions
to give consideration to those who have
gone oversea in the interests of their coun-
try. I feel sure the hon. memher could not
have had that in mind when he moved the
amendmenf, The words he proposes to
delete are—

In time of war reduced fees may he pre-
seribed with respeet to the trusts and estates
of members of the Forees,

I would rather go further and give greater
recognition to those on service oversea.

Hon. N. KEENAN: The Minister eould
not possibly heve misunderstood me in the
way he has pretended to do. I am not
opposed to granting favourable terms to men
on active service. I am pointing ont that
in a later part of the Bill power is given
to fix the scale of fees, commissions and
charges from time to time.

The Minister for Justice: But not differ-
ential rates.
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Hon. N. KEENAN: Of couvse!

Hon. C. G. Latham: You would not charge
the same on £500 as on £10,000.

Hon. N. KEENAN: The Governor-in-
Council can fix any fee for a particular
service.  The Minister seems to imagine
that be is the only person in the Chamber
who has any consideration for our soldiers,
and he has poured out his soul at great
length on the subject.

The Minister for Justice: All of us have
consideration for them.

Hon. N. KEENAN: Each one of us is
Jjust as mueh concerned about giving con-
siderntion to the soldiers as is the Minister,
if not more so. This is a case of having
power in the measure to fix the fees, and
the Minister desires to retain other words
which are a pure advertisement, calling at-
tention to the Government's generosity
with other people’s money. Full power is
provided to fix from time {o time the fees,
commissions and charges which shall he
paid. This is a disgusting example of ad-
vertising generosity.

Amendment put and negatived.

Mr. WATTS: I move an amendment—

That the following subelause be added:—
(2) Such fors aball not exceed (in addition
to all meneys properly expended in respect of
the estate} two and a half per eentum of the
corpus of any estate and five pounds per
contum  of incomwe received by the publie
trugtee, in respeet of any such estate.”’

i

1 understand the Minister has no objection
to the amendment. These are the same
maximum fees as are preseribed by the two
corporations at present in existence.

Amendment put and passed; the clause,
as amended, agreed to.

(lause 39—agreed to.

Clause 40—Common fund and its invest-
mentsg: ’

Mr. WATTS: I move an amendment—

That in lines 7 to- 9 of Subclause 1 the
words ‘‘Investments made from the common
fand shall not he made on account of or belong
to nny particular trust or estate’’ be struck
out.
When moneys are invested by the publie
trustee in a common fund their identitv
will be lost. If the investment of any
noney by a testator during his lifetime
was satisfactory, and he appointed the
public trustee bhelieving that the expected

1015

income would be available for his de-
pendants or beneficiaries, the benefit of the
extra income would be lost to them if those
words were retained. The investment would
have lost its identity and the common rate
of return would be paid by the public
trustee out of a common fund.

The CHATIRMAN: Order! There is so
much mumbling and talking going on con-
tinually that 1 ecan searcely hear the hon.
member adidressing the Chair.  This must
definitely eease. If members do not comply
with my request to keep order in this Com-
mittee I will take aetion.

Me. WATTS: T merely wish to add that
the retention of the words would he unde-
sirable.

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: I can-
not agree to the amendment, To use a vul-
gavisim, it would take the guts out of the
Bill. The scheme of the common {und
would be ruined, as the hon. memher mnst
realise, In any event a testator need not
invest in the common fund. He may dir-
eet his investments as he desires, but if he
does so he will not have the guarantec of
the common fund, whiebh is guaranterd by
Consolidated Revenue, the Government and
Parliament. Perhaps in some instanees there
may he a lucky investment not guaranteed
by the common fund. But there is no gnar-
antee in that ease. If the .investment iy
made aud proves unsuecessful then the per-
son investing will lose the capital. Under
the common fund arrangement he would
not lose his capital heeanse it would he
guaranteed, together with interest or in-
come from it. In relation to the common
fund there will be no discriminntion regard-
ing either investment or interest or in-
come. This feature is not peenlidr to West-
ern Australia. Tt obtains in Queensland,
New South Wales, Tasmania and South Aus-
tralin. Under the conditions of the com-
mon fund ne investment can really be un-
sueeessful.  Investment companies in the
Qld Cauntry operate on the same basis,

Hon. N, Keenan: They gunarantee a eer-
tain rate of interest.

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: And
we guarantee n certain rate of intevest.

Hon. N. Keenan: YWhat rate?

The CHATRMAN: Order! The Minister
will kindly address the Chair. All interjec-
tions are highly disorderly.
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The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: The
advantages of the common fund are indeed
usreat, Nobody is obliged to have his
money invested in it; the matter is entirety
optional. Any testator may dircet that the
moneys from his estate shall not be invested
in the common fund. If the amendment
is carried the Bill will be lost,

Mr. WATTS: I hope the Minister does
not misunderstand me. I do not desire the
striking-out of the common fund. There is
no objection to the public trustee having a
common fund. I recognise that the persons
whose money is to be invested are allowed
to direct the public trustee against invest-
ment in the common fund; yet I question
whether many of them will realise that they
have that power or will take advantage of
it. I still maintain it is inadvisable that
the identity of investments should be lost.

Amendment put and negatived.

Hon. N. KEENAN: 1 move an amend-
wment—

That in lines 4 to 7 of Subeclause 2 the

words f‘and also in any class of investment
fromn time to time approved, for the purposes
of this Act, by the Governor-in-Council by
Order in Council published in the fGazette’ ’’
be struck out.
The subelause gives wide powers to the
Governor-in-Couneil to authorise the publie
trustee to invest in any gamble—not in re-
speet of funds classed as trust investments,
or funds which have heen by the Trustee
Act designated as trust investments, but any
class—for instance, the Peel Estate or any
other place that is a sink for money.

The Minister for Justice: I agree.
Amendment put and passed.

Mr. WATTS: I move an amendment—

That in line 1 of Bubelanse 4 the words
“‘interest payable’’ he struck out and the
words fincome belonging’’ inserted in liew.
The interest payable will not be only the
interest to be derived from the proposed in-
vestments, I understand the Minister will
aceept this amendment.

Amendment put and passed; the elause,
as amended, agreed to.

Clauses 41 to 44—agreed to.

Clause 45—Unclaimed moneys to be paia
into Consolidated Revenue:

Mr. WATTS: T move an amendment—

That in ling § the word ‘“six?’ ba struck out
with a view to inserting the word ¢‘twelve.’?
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In short, the clause provides that moneys
unclaimed for six years shall be paid to the
Treasury for the public service. In simple
contract matters six years is the period
under the Statute of Limitations; but here
a longer period should be fixed, especially as
this law will come into force while world
conditions are unsettled and people in the
next suceeeding few years, who may have
interests in this State, may be partienlariv
hard to find. As there appears to be no pro-
vision in the Bill for an amount so paid
into Consolidated Revenue to be afterwards
paid to the righiful owner, if he c¢an he
found, if seems to me desirable to fix na
period longer than six years,

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: [ can-
not understand the reason for the amend-
ment, heeause six years is the period fixed in
the legislation of the other States of Austra-
lia and New Zealand. Any person who ean
establish a lawful claim to money paid into
Consolidated Revenue will not be refused
payment. Such elaims are constantly being
made, TUnder the Uneclaimed Moneys Aect,
moneys that have been held for six years
by companies, banks and liquidators must
be paid inte Consolidated Revenue,

Hon, C. G. Latham: But under that Act
a claim may be made to the Treasurer for
the money. This Bill does not contain such
a provision.

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: The
amendment {s unnecessary. A similar pro-
vision is contained in the Curator of In.
testnte Tustates Aet, which has been in foree
for many years.

Hon. C. G. Latham: Tt is about time we
hrought our legislation up to date.

My, TRIAT: T realise there is danger in
this elause, Recently a family whose father
had died applied te me for assistanee. The
widow was receiving money under a workers'
compensation elaim,  The father had left
very little money. By mere chanee I hap-
peued to he veading a  “Government
Gazette” and found that the sum of £27 wag
lving in a bank to the eredit of the de-
ceased’s estate. The family had no know-
ledge of the amount, Possibly many people
lose money in this way. If the Committer
were given a definite assurance that un-
claimed money would be paid to those
entitled lo it after a perind of six years, that
no doubt would he satisfaetory.

The Premier: That is the procedure.
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Mr. TRIAT: In that case I have no ob-
jeetion to the clause.

The PREMIER: Perhaps I had better
give an assurance in this matter, because
some people may have a wrong impression,
A person who ean establish a legal eclaim
to money paid into Consolidated Revenue,
because of the fact that it had remained
unclaimed for six years, can recover it. I
am constantly dealing with such elaims. An
amount which has been lying to the eredit
of a savings bank aceount that has not been
operated on for six yenrs is paid inte the
Treasury; but if the depositor ean establish
his claim to it, even after 30 vears, he will
he paid the money. We have no desive to
retain money vightfully helonging to any
person bhecause of some provision in a
measure such as this. The applientions
are referred to the Crown Law Department,
the oflicers of which examine the claims. 1f
on the advier of those officers the elaim is
established the person entitled to the money
will get it. T unhesitatingly give that
assurance to the Committee. Tn the eireum-
stanees, I see no neecessity for the amend-
ment.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7,50 p.m.

Mr. ABBOTT: The Statute of Limitn.
tions does not apply to trust funds in the
hands of a private trustec. He is always
hound to account to the rightful owner,
The Minister said it was a pity these moneys
should lie idle. T suggest they will not
hecause they will he in this common fund,
and the only effeet on the Treasury if we
alter the perind from six to 12 years wonld
be that if a claimant did turn up within the
12 years he wounld get his money plus inter.
est, and if he appeared after six years,
under the existing legislation, he would get
his prineipal plus six years’ intervest. I do
not sec why the public trustee should he in
so0 much botter a position than a private
trustee, or why the Government should have
the advantage of trust moneys in the hands
of a private trustee in =0 short a time,
Under the Bill the money goes into Con-
solidated Revenne, but we have the
Premier’s assurance that the money will he
refunded. Baot it would he refunded with-
out interest after n period of six vears. T
think we might agree to the amendment.
It is of verv little disadvantage to the Gov-
ernment to hnve monev after six years be-
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cause at the end of the 12 years if no
vlaimant turns up the CGovernment would
et the whole of the prineipal and the
whale of the interest, wherens at present if
i elaimant turns up after, say, 10 years, he
will get his eapital back and six years’ in-
terest only. Why should he not get the
other four years' interest? 1 support the
amendment.

Mr. WATTS: The assurance given by
the Premier is very acceptable to me, hut
at the same time I distingnish between the
provisions of this Bill and those of the
Uneclaimed Moneys Aet, and that was really
why T raised the objection to the clause. I
think it will he found that this eclause pro-
vides that at the end of a pertod of six
vears the funds will be paid to the Treas-
ury. 1 understood that the Unecloimed
Moneys Act provided that it should be paid
first to o fund ealled the Unelaimed Moneys
Fumnd and from there administered in ae-
cordance with the Aet. T find that that is
so. It appeared to me that the intention
of the eclause was that moneys in the hands
of the publie trastee which have not been
paid for a period of six years should be-
cone, (uite irrespective of the provisions of
the Unclaimed Moneys Act, part of Con-
solidated Revenne for the publie serviee of
the State and, becanse I thought that, T
moved the umendment. I am not even now
¢lear in my own mind that that is not what
the elause mexns, but one is in a dilfienlt
position when assured by the Premier that
no matter what the cricumstances ave, if a
lawful elaimant ¢an be fonnd, it has been
the custom to go back as far as 30 years.
I still think it would have been preferable
for the clause to he otherwise drafted.

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: I ap-
preciate the arguments that have been sub-
mitted, but I cannot agree to the amend-
ment. This has bheen the eustom prac-
tised throughout Australia in the past.

Mr. Ahbott: Not so far as private trus-
tees are coneerned.

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: Yes;
they must pay the money into revenue un-
der the Unclaimed Monevs Act. I do not
srg why T should agree to the amendment.
The money not in the publie trustee’s ac-
eount goes into Consolidnted Revenne and
is used for the advantage of everybody. It
iz used for the purpose of developing the
State, and if we do not obtain interest dir-
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ectly we have it indircetly inasmuch as we
do not have to pay so much interest on bor-
rowed money.

Hon. N. Keenan: It wounld help to make
up the Railway Department's deficiency.

The CHAIRMAN: The Minister need
not pay attention to interjections.

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: It
would be a fine thing if it did! However,
I may not discuss that aspeet, because the
Chairman would eall me to order. I have
much sympathy with the Railway Depart-
ment and the people it serves, and I con-
sider that the rest of the community should
contribute in some way towards its defiei.t
I have listened carefully to the arguments
advanced in favour of the amendment, but
on pringiple I eannot agree to it

Amendment put and negatived.

Hon, N. KEENAN:
ment—

That in line 6 after the word ¢ whereof’’ the
words ‘‘the Public Trustee has eaused an ad-
vertisement to be published at least twice at
intervals of fourteen days in a newspaper cir-
culating in Perth and’’ be inserted.

The Minister for Justice: I agree.

I move an amend-

Amendment put and passed; the clause,
ag amended, agreed to.

Clauses 46 to 48—agreed to.

Clause 49—(Qeneral powers
trustee:

Mr. WATTS: I move an amendment—

'That in line 2 of paragraph (b) of Sub-
elause 1 the word ‘‘five’’ be struck out and
the word *‘‘three’’ ingerted in lieu.

Amendment put and passed.

Mr. WATTS: T move an amendment—

That in line 1 of paragraph (e) of Sub-
clause 1 before the word ‘feell’’ the words
‘“gubjcet to the provisions of Seetion 18 of
the Administration Act 1803-193%’° be in-
serted.

of public

The object in asking for this amendment is
to ensure that the publie trustee, when aect-
ing as an administrator may be in the same
position, so far as an administrator is con-
trolled by the Administration Aect, as anyv
other administrator would be.

Amendment put and passed.

Mr. WATTS: T move an aniendment—

That in lines 2 to 4 of paragraph (iii) of
Bubelause 2 the words ‘‘except where any sale
or horrowing is necessary for the purposes of
borrowing ' he struek ont, .

[ASSEMBLY.]

I frankly do not know what these words
mean.

Amendment put and passed; the clause,
as amended, agreed to.

Clauses 50 to 52—agreed to.

Clause 53—Employment of solicitors,
eta.:
Mr. ABBOTT: I move an amendment—

That in lines 1 and 2 the words ‘‘subjeet to
the regulations’? be struck out and the words
*‘ag hereinafter provided’’ inserted in lieu.

I shall move later for a new subelause fo
he added. -

Amendment put and passed.

Mr. ABBOTT: I move an amendment—
That the following subelauses be added:—

(2) The I'ublie Trustee shall be guided by
the following principles in regard to the em-
ployment of solicitors to conduct legal husiness
arising in connection with the performance of
his duties ineluding applications for probate
or administration—

(a) if there is n named soliciter, the Publie

Trustee shall employ such seolicitor;

(b) if a solicitor’s name is indorsed on the
lgcument from which the Publie
Trustee derives his anthority to aet,
the Public Trustee shall, subject to
the provision of the next succeeding
paragraph, employ such solicifor;

{¢) if the Public Trustee 13 satisfied that
the testator, settlor, or other person
gigning the will, deed of settlement,
or other document from which the
Public Trustee derives his authority
to act had z wsual solicitor, the Public
Trustee shall empley such solicitor,
and, if such will, deed, or other doeu-
ment is indorsed with the name of an-
other solicitor, the Public Truateo may
employ such usual solicitor in prefer-
ence to the solicitor whose name is so
indorsed;

(d) when the Public Trustee is administer-
ing the affairs of an insane patient or
incapable person the Public Trustee
shall, as far as practicable, employ the
usuai solicitor, if any, of such insane
patient or incapable person,

In this subsection—

‘*Named solicitor’’ means a solict-
tor as to whom the testator,
settlor, or other person signing
a will, deed of settlement, or
other document from which the
Public Trustee derives his
authority to aect has in seuch
document expressed a desire
that such solieitor should be em-
ployed te conduet any legal
business arising in connection
with the estate or subject mant-
ter of sueh document.
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¢ Usual solicitor’’ means g solieitor
as to whom the Public Trustees
is satisfied that the testator,
settlor, or other person signing
a will, deed of settlement, or
other document from which the
Public Trustee derives his
suthority to act habitually em-
ployed such solicitor to conduct
legal business for him,

(3) Notwithstanding anything hereinbefors
contained—

{a) a solicitor entitled to be employed by
the Public Trustee may, upon cause
chown, be removed by order of the
Court upon the application of the
Public Trustee or of any person inter-
ested in the estate or property; and

(b) with regard to any particular piece of
legal business the Public Trustes, if
he considers that it wonld be unreason-
able t¢ employ a soliciter to eonduet
auch piece of business, need not em-
Ploy a solicitor to conduet such piece
of business.

The principle underlying these subelauses
and adopted by the trustee companies here
and in other parts of the Commonwealth, is
that where a particular solicitor is nomin-
ated by the trust that solicitor is to be
employed.

The CHAIRMAXN: I draw the Commit-
tee’s attention to the fact that the proposed
new subelauses are very lengthy. I do not
propose to read them.

Amendment put and passed; the clanse,
as amended, agreed to.

Clauses 54 to 57—agreed to.

Clause 58—Public Trustee may take
opinion of the court:

Hon. N. EEENAN: This clause deals
with the right of the publie trustee where
an important matter of law or faet arises
to go to a Supreme Court Judge to obtain
an order, or judgment in chambers, I
move an amendment—

That in line 11 after the word ‘‘or?’ the
words ‘‘one’’ be struck out and the words
f‘legal practitioner of the Supreme Court of
Western Aunstralia’’ inserted in lieu.

The clause deals not with ordinary matters,
but matters of such importance that the
trustee has to go to a Judge of the Supreme
Court to get directions. Were he to send
down his elerk the Judge wounld not listen
to him. He could send down a legal prac-
titioner who is an employee of the Crown,
by being a Crown Law officer, if he chooses.
He shonld not send any whipper-snapper.
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The clause is also a piece of grave injustice
to the profession. This work is portion of
its livelihood, and properly so.

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: I am
sorry that I must again disagree with the
hon, member inasmuch as I cannot aceept
his amendment. Doubtless he desires to
look after the interests of his legal friends,
and I do not blame him for doing so.

Hon. N. Keenan: I am not doing that;
my amendment refers to any legal practi-
tioner authorised by the publiec trustee.

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: I sce
no remson why the deputy public trustee
should not be allowed to apply to the eourt
for a direction. On oceasions managing
clerks of legal firms, and cven articled clerks,
have been sent to the court to make such
applications. I do not know why we should
insist that the public trustee should either
make the application personally or engage
a solicitor to do so. He will have respon-
sible officers quite capable of undertaking
the duty.

Mr. Needham: The member for Nedlands
is urging preference to unionisis!

Mr. Abbott: You would have to support
that!

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: If the
application were of great imporiante the
public trustec would prebably engage a
solicitor to deal with the husiness.

Hon, N. Keenan: This is an important
matter.

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: If the
issug is of great importance the publie trus-
tee will have power to engage a legal praecti-
tioner to do the work, quite apart from
availing himself of the services of Crown
Law officers.

Amendment put and negatived.
Clause put and passed.
Clauses 59, 60—agreed to.

Clause 61—Registration of titles:
The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: I move
an amendment—

That in lines 2 and 3 of Subelanse 3 the
words ‘“Mining Registrar’’ be struck out and
the words ‘‘Under Secretary for Mines'! in-
serted in lieu.

The amendment is necessary to effect the
alteration in designation indicated.

Amendment put and pasged; the elause,
as amended, agreed to.

Clauses 62, 63—agreed to.
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Clanse ti4+—Regulations:
Mr. WATTS: I move an amendment—
That puragraph (j) be strack oat.

“Uhe paragraph seeks to cnable the Governor-
in-Council to make regulations “fixing by
seitle or otherwise the professionnl fees and
vhorges payable in respect of professional
serviees rendered to the public trustee and
under his instructions.” Farlier in the
Bill we made provision regarding the taxing
uf costs, and 5 system is at present in opera-
tion regarding the Hxing of all such fees as
may be payable by the public trustee. If
the paragraph set out that a judge of the
Supreme Court counld fix the fees, I would
not take exeeption to it. I understand the
Miuister is in agreement with me on this
point.

Amendment put and passed; the elause, as
wmended, agteed to.

Cluuse G5, Schedule, Title—agreed to.

Bill reported with amendments.

ANNUAL ESTIMATES, 1941-42.
In Committee of Supply.

Debate resumed from the 25th September
on the Treasurer’s Financial Statement and
on the Annual Estimates, Mr. Withers in
the Chair.

Vote—Legislative Couneil, £1,710:

MR. TRIAT (Mt. Magnet) [7.57]: Per-
sonally I have not had much experience in
addressing myself to the Annual Estimates.
[ could not, however, help appreciating, after
hearing the Treasurer’s Financial State-
ment, the difficulties he had to contend with
in attempting to frame Estimates that would
be regarded as wholly satisfactory by all
interested, particularly in view of eireum-
stances arising ont of the war and the extra
financial burden, amounting to approxi-
mately £500,000, incurred in consequence of
increases in the hasie wage, pay-roll allow-
ances and so forth. T assume that the
Premier has to deal with the State finances
in much the same way as do the heads of
business conecerns in the city, and endeavour
to make his finanecial arrangements, as busi-
ness people generally o, in an attempt
to meet the inereased expenditure necessi-
tated by existing eonditions.

[ASSEMBLY.]

The Leader of the Opposition advanced
certain suggestions for improving the posi-
tion and in many instances I was able to
agree with his remarks. He rveferved to
severn]l means by which efforts could be
made fo overtake some of the lec-way hy
securing increased revenue from State ac-
tivities. He suggested that the Commis-
sioner of Railways could very well make
periodical inspeetions of the railway service,
as the result of which that officer could
probably secure increased revenue from the
carriage of passengers and goods if more
adequate services were provided. I can
quote the experience of the residents of my
electorate with regard to the railway journey
from Kalgoorlie to Leonora, a distance of
164 miles. The train takes an excessive time
to do the journey and passengers are not
provided with satisfactory travelling condi-
tions., Quite possibly, if a more limited
time was allowed for stoppages en route the
Jjourney conld be completed mueh faster and
made more comfortable for the travelling
publie. To provide fast transport in the
form of Diesel ears mnay be a diffienlt pro-
position on account of the war, but in my
opinion this is the best method of over-
coming the long tedious journeys oecasioned
by slow moving trains hauling heavy loads,

Mr. North: You mean separate goods and
passengers?

Mr. TRIAT: Yes, or perishables and pas-
sengers, as 1 believe that a Diesel is eapable
of drawing a fair load. I had esperience
of a trip from Mullewsa to Geraldton—a very
speedy and comfortable run, Nohody seems
to have the slightest objection to travelling
on a Diesel, hut when people have to travel
by ordinary trains, which take two hours to
do that trip, the conditions beeome tedions
and trying.

Mrs. Cardell-Oliver: Will you speak up a
little? We cannot lear you from this side
of the Chamber.

Mr. TRIAT: It we had Diesel cars operat-
ing on the lines to which I have referred
fast services would he provided, and people
would not have {o snbmit to undue hard-
ship in Teaching their destinations. In sum-
mer time the temperature in those parts fre-
quently exceeds 100 degrees, and women and
children eoming down for heolidays find the
conditions very bad indeed, what with the
heat, dust and noise. If there was any
possibility of increasing the faeilities for
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travelling on those lines the railways would
receive better patronage.

While I was visiting the Eastern States
one of the things that struck me most was
the noiselessness of the trains. At first 1
could not determine why the earriages made
so little noise, but on making inquiries T
found that the method of coupling the
coaches was totally different from that em-
Ployed here. Yor instance, theve was less
play between the buffers of the conches, and
wlen s train pulled out of a station, there
was not thal continunl elank, clank with
which we are familiar. The earviages had
n svstem of fdouble buffers, and there was
very little play between the coaches. Whether
it would he possible to infrodnee that sys-
tem on our trains I do not know.

The Premier: We have it on the Kal-
goorlic express.

Mr. TRIAT : That is so, but we should like
to sce it on the Leonora, ALt. Magnet and
other trains by which ovur people have to
travel.

Mr. Raphael: And Vietoria Park.

My, TRTAT: The hon. member's district
is blessed with a wonderful system of trans-
port, and T ask that we he given considera-
tion. People living in the outback parts of
the State are compelled, owing to the short-
age of petrol, to travel by trains. Let us,
then, make those trains a little more atteac-
tive to passengers, It we could attraet in-
ereased passenger trallic, the railway revenue
would show an increase and the losses would
not be so great.

Another thing impressed me during wy
travels in the Eastern States. This will not
apply so much to the Leonora line, but it
will to the lines in other parts, espeeially
the Mt. Magnet and Wiluna services, as
travelling to those parts entails long dis-
tanees. In Queensland I noticed on the 3 £t.
6 in. gauge railways, the same guage as ours,
that windows are not released from the hot-
tom and pulled up hetween wooden guides.
They are made to slide down belween run-
ners, somewhat like the window of a motor
car, with the vesult that when the train is
in moton the windows do not rattle against
some hard material, but are recessed in a
way to silence any possible noise,

Mr. Seward: You will want to keep the
blinds down, too.

Mr. TRIAT: That iz something which
conld he attended to. Tf greater comfort is
provided on our trains there will e addi-
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tional ioducement for people to patronise
them. I do not know what the cost would
be to give effeet to these suggestions. On
that point the Treasurer doubtless has more
information than T have. To provide such
improvements might he too costly. If it is
not, the department, hy attending io these
matters, would receive greatly increased pat-
ronage. When travelling from Wiluna to
Perth one has to spend two nights in the
trnin, and a very tedious journey it is.

Most people, travelling os T did before [
had a gold pass, second-class, expertenced
great discomfort, particularly women and
children coming down for holidays. When
they travel on the second-class sleepers
hlankets are provided, but no sheets. That
is disgraceful! People should refuse to
sleep  between blankets that have been 1
rontact with other bodies, and have not been
washed or fumigated. The only proper way
to prevent the hody from coming into eon-
taet with used blankets is to provide elean
sheets, and people who pay Gs. for a bed
should ecrtainly be supplied with a pair ot
clean sheets. This suggestion might cost
money, but it is the decent thing for the de-
partment to do, even though it is ealering
for second-class passengers. Before I dbo-
eame a member of Parliament T frequently
travelled second-elass. Now that T am a
member I avail myself of the better facilitios
of first-class accommodation, whieh is reason-
ably good. Still, T maintain that second-
class passengers arce equally entitled to he
sapplied with elean pillow slips and elean
sheets.

Member: What about providing one elass
onlv?

Mr. TRTAT: Some people favour this
class distinetion, and if they are prepared
te pay 15s for sleeper accommodation let
them do so. Our sleeper costs are lower
than those in the Eastern States. There a
passenger pays 21s. for a sleeper, and often
finds himself put ont at 6 o'elock in the
morning in ovder to change trains.

The Minister for Mines: There are no
second-elass sleepers over there.

Mr. TRIAT: No, and the charge for first-
class is 21s. I should like to see provision
made for clean sheets in our second-elass
sleeper eoaches.,

When the Budget was delivered and the
expenditure of an extra half millien or more
was mentioned, quite a large proportion of
that sum was attvibuted to the increase in
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the hasic wage. The basic wage is a sub-
jeet with which I have been reasonably
familiar for many years, because I was at
one time a worker on the basic wage, and
[ had to rear a family of three children
mainly on that rate of pay. There came
a period in my life when I got away from
the basic wage, but most of my life I was
on it. Speaking as one who has lived on
the basic wage, ] say that the conditions
are not liberal. A man who has a wife
and three children to maintain is support-
ing one child more than is provided for in
the basie wage.

Hon, C. (. Latham: It provides for two
children.

My, TRIAT: It provides for two children
and I had three, so that I had one ahove
the number provided for. FEven when a
man has only two children, the provision
is not nearly sufficient to give those people
rump steak in the home. Of the meat con-
swmed, there is more from a sheep’s head
than there is rump steak. Though some
peopte talk about the terrific increase in
the basic wage it is really not of much ad-
vantage to the working man.

Hon. C. (., Latham: It is only an artificial
inerease,

Mr. TRIAT: That is 20. The basic wage
15 supposed to provide for a man, his wife
and two children, but we find that the basic
wage inereases are granted only after the
increased eost of living has been operating
for some three months, with the result that
the worker is always three months behind.
Ie has had to pay cxeessive eosts of living
for three months hefore he catches up
through an inerease of the basic wage. In
fact, he is always chasing the cost of
living and is never able to catch up. The
result is that the basic wage is of neo
advantage to the worker. It is of no ad-
vantage to the employer, either, and de-
finitely of no advantage to the industries
of the State. But it must he of advantage
to somehody.

Out of the increased money, someone
must reap an advantage. It is impossible
to increase costs without somebody benefit-
ting from the increase. If it is not the
worker who gets the advantage, not the
employer, and not the industry or the State,
it must go somewhere. I say it goes to
the man who retails at prices that are too
high—goods that he has bought wholesale.

[ASSEMBLY.]

In faet, the extra money finds its way into
the pockets of the retailers and whole-
salers. They are really the only people
who derive benefit from increases in the
hasic wage. To ascertain whether that
diffieulty could be overcome, in 1920 the
Commouwealth Governmment decided to have
made a thorough investigation into the
basic wage, and appointed for that purpose
a Roynl Commission under the chairman-
ship of Mr. D’iddington, K.C. The Com-
monwealth basic wage af that time was
rather high, £4 9s. 2d.

The inyuiry under the auspices of Mr.
1'iddington throughout the States arvived
at the eonclusion that the basic wage then
operating ought to be £5 16s. This meant
that the basic wage then operating was
too low by £1 Gs. 2d. Receiving what the
basic wage ought to have been, the .\us-
tralian workers would have had an oppor-
tunity to get somewhat hetter food into
their homes and to give their children more
adequate nourishment.

My, North: Why not appoint an ceono-
mist to the .Arbitration Court heneh?

Mr. TRTAT: That is a good idea. Bui
first of all the law of this country shonld
try to do something towards preventing
exploitation of the worker. I agree that we
can wo on inereasing the basic wage every
weeli without eonferring any benefit on the
worker. The trouble lies with the man who
sells goods at too high a eost. With the
appointment of. A Priee Fixing (‘ommis-
stoner T thought that olficial would control
prices indefinitely and thus the eonstant
inereases in the cost of living would be
stopped.

But within 2 short time of the outhreak
of war prices jumped np enormously. One
avticle rose to the extent of 23 per
eent. overnight. Such inereases are the
canse ol the hasic wage clinbing
and elimhing, thus penalising any at-
tempt on the part of Western Australin
tn get into secondary industries. False
costs arc created. The workers are told
that they reeeive big wages whereas in
fact they do not. Spending power increases
by leaps and hounds until we have to pay
1Rs, for what a little while previously cost
us 15s. It is said that people will not come
here to start in business hecause costs are
too high. Let us induce the Price Fixing
Commissioner to heeome aetive.” Let us send
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inspectors to the cpuntry distriets to ascer-
tain the prices of goods there. Tomatoes
are priced at 11ld. per pound here when
they can be obtained for 4d. per pound else-
where. [ have been told that the heels of
hoots are worn, until there are holes in the
middle of them, by the alterations in the
prices marked on the heels.

The cost of living increases ns the hasie
wage rises, and so the worker obtains no
benefit. The cost of tea has lately risen by
another 2d. per pound. Just prior to that
increase I saw a statement by a Ceylon
planter that Ceylon was unable to scli its
tea and that thousands and thousands of
pounds of the article had been burnt or
buried as manure. Today the price of tea
is 1s. 1d. per pound in excess of the pre-
war price. Ninety per cent of Western
Australian workers drink tea three or four
times a day. [ myself prefer tea to beer. I
drink tea more frequently than I drink beer.
Why should our workers he ealled npon to
pay 3s. 5d. per pound for tea? One never
sces the price of tea go np exeept on Mon-
day morntng. Why does not the Press teil
us on Monday morning Lhat the price of tea
will rise by 2d. per pound on the following
Monday? The higher price is now paid on
Inrge quantities of tea hought at the old
wholesale price. Thus the holders of thosa
stocks of tea gain an extra 2d. per pound

profit. Tt is the vetailer who gets the bene-
fit.

Mr. Abbott: What about when prices
drop?

Mp. Raphael: Tlow often do thev drop?

Mr. TRIAT: Under present conditions
the worker never has an opportunity to take
advantage of a fall in prices. The Price
Fixing Commissioner should say to the re-
tailers, “If vou have 1,000 lbs. of tea in
stock yon must not increase your price until
the new tea eomes in' That is what the
Commissioner is there for.

I helieve Western Australia has reached
the stage when it should hecome a
secondary-industry as well as a primary-
industry State, but as long as the basie wago
keeps climbing there ecan he no indueement
for business people to cstablish themselves
here. If we could stahilise the cost of liv-
ing and prevent the basic wage from rising,
we should have opportunities for the estab-
lishment of secondary industries here even
during wartime. Let me quote the figures
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of workers engaged in Western Australia in
sceondary indusiries during the years
1937-38 to 1939-40. Iu 1037-38 Western
Ausfralian gecondary industries employed
23,133 workers; in 1938-39 the number was
23,211; in 1939-10 it was 22,967. Actually,
thereford, Western Australia has experi-
enced a reduction in the number of men and
women employed in secondary industries.
Every other Awustralian State, including
even Tasmania, has expericneed increases.
The Tasmanian figures are:—1937-38,
13,170; 1938-39, 11,802; 1%39-10, 14,607,

80 Western Australin has gone back
while the other States have advanced in
point of secondary industries. The reason
tor this I do not know. I have heard people
state that it is due to the high cost of wages
here. 1 would like to have that idea re-
moved, at all cevents from Lhe minds of
members of arlinment. The report I have
already quoted states on page 20—

The drift of skilled labour to the industrial

Stutes of Vietoria and New South Wales owing
to recruiting and munition work at high wages
has created some difficulties,
It cannot, then, Le higher wages that are
keeping people away from Western .us-
tralia. There must, however, be some reason
for it.

I can visunalise Western Australin  be-
coming one of the most imporiant States of
the Commonwealth in the matter of food-
stulfs and munitions. As I pointed
out when speaking on  the Address-
in-Reply, we are several thousand miles
closer to the seat of operations than
are any of the Fastern States.
In war-time that must be an all-important
item. Bothk spred and cost of transport
must be in our favour. This State is ideally
situated for the transport of goods from
the Commonwealth to Malaya, Singzpore,
the Middle East and Europe. We have that
advaniyge. My opinion is that Western
Auostralin will after the war he the arsenal
of the British Empire. We should be in a
position to manufacture in competition with
the other States of Australia. I ask the
Committee to take note of all this. Let us
trv to control the cost of living and kerp our
basic wage within reasonable bounds. By
so doing we shall be able to create more em-
ployment, our workers will have greater
spending power than they have today and
we shall he able to absorh our primary pro-
duets into secondary industries.
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Let us also try to improve our own Gov-
e¢rnment undertakings, such as the railways,
s0 that we may obtain more revenue from
them. A statement was recently made by
an Eastern States gentleman representing
big interests. He asked both the people and
the Government of Western Australia to can
vegetables to he sent oversea to our soldiers.
There must be a very good market not only
for eanncd but also dried vegetables. I re-
member when DeGaris was in this State and
canned vegctables which were sent to the
North where I was living. The canning was
stceessful and the vegetables extremely
nutritious.

Mr. North: And he started the industry
3,000 miles nearer the principal market!

Mr. TRIAT: That is so. He used exaetly
the same argument 2s 1 used in my speech
on the Address-in-reply. However, the argu-
ment is ohvious and I do not elaim eredit for
it. We now find prices mounting up and
nothing done to prevent the increases. I
am not asserting that the Government is all-
powerful and can prevent the continual rise
in the eost of living; but I hope the Price
Fixing Commissioner will be fair and en-
deavour not e allow the cost of living to be-
eome excessive, because otherwise our basie
wage cannot be kept within bounds and our
workers will have no chance to save money.

Meat of all deseription is available for
the people. I am given to understand that
the export of meat to Enrope and the Middle
Fast is limited because of lack of refrige-
rated space; but I peint out that the price
of meat of all deseriptions is {oday much
higher than it has been for years past.
Where I live a picce of ramp steak eosls 1s.
fid., if onc has the money to buy it. That
in a State which grows its own catile! The
prices of lamb, mutton and other meat have
reached a record level, yet I am informed
cool storage buildings are packed with meat.
The priees of hutter, jam, vegetables and
other foods ave also reaching record levels.

Mr. J. H. Smith: And fruit, too.

Mr. TRTAT: Yes. Apples and pears are
very dear. The Price Fixing Commissioner
haz authority to see that a reasomable price
ix charged for these eommedities and I hope
he will make a start very quiekly.

Mrs. Cardell-Oliver: Marketing boards
have made goods dearer.

Mr. TRIAT: I am afraid we have foo
many hoards. I do not favour fhem as
muech as many people do. Today we have a

‘ean be certain that his business will

{ASSEMBLY.]

board for neatly everything and I am afraid
they are proving eostly. A board usually
consists of three members comprising a
ehairman and two others of whom one prob-
ably represents the consumer and the other
the producer. The salaries of the members
are adding te the eost of commodities. I
think politicians should act on such boards.

The Minister for Mines: They would want
payment too.

Mr. TRTAT: I do not think so. Much of
the time of memhers of Parliament might be
taken up in attending to the work of thosc
boards. Why should we not sit on them?

Mrs. Cardell-Oliver: Absolutely!

Mr. TRTAT: The time is overdue for poli-
ticians to take a move active interest in the
oftairs of the State. As I say, boards are
ereated with the result that costs are rising.

Myrs. Cardell-Oliver: We eould sit on the
Milk Board.

Mr. TRIAT: A strong feature of West-
erit Australia’s claim to bhe a secondary
producing State is, in my opinion, that we
enjoy industrial peace. From my experi-
enee of indnstrial affeivs—and I have had
many years' cxperience—industrial peace is
the factor which should be considered hy
men who are prepared to invest capital in
secondary industries. Business men wonld
be unlikely to commence undertakings in a
country subjeet to industrial unrest, strikes
and stoppages of work. During the whoele
war period Western Australia has not had
one industrial stoppage. Our mining indus-
try, timber industry and public industries
have not lost one day throngh a strike. No
other State of the Commonwealth can
make such a claim,

Mr. Kelly: What about the shop assist-
ants?  They struck last vear.

Mr. TRIAT: I believe the hon. member
is right. Nevertheless, how would the East-
ern States compare with us in that respeet?

Mr. Watts: They eannet!

Mr. TRTAT: Of course not. We are
proud of our reputation for industrial
peace during the war period. That reputa-
tion should be the greatest inducement to
any cmployer to set up business here, where
there is no industrial unvest and where he
con-
tinue thrvoughout the year, provided the
cvonditions laid down by the Arbitration
Court nre ohserved. I notice we are re
ceiving some Commonwealth war contracts.
Recently we received a large contract for
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sleepers, That pleases me, because Western
Australia has been very low in the list of
Government contraets.

Member: Cannct sleepers be procured in
the other States? ’

Mr. TRIAT: I think so, although pro-
bably they would not be as good as ours.
On the 25th September of this year the
Commonwealth Government let huge con-
tracts for blankets. I shall guote the alle-
cations to the various States, which are as
follows :—

Tasmania £93,000
Queensland . 61,000
New South Wales 85,000
South Australia 58,000
Western Australia 3,000

The low allocation to this State may be due
to the faet that the Albany Woollen Mills
were unable to supply a greater quantity;
vet a million blankets were ordered by the
Commonwenlth in Australia and Western
Australia received a  contract for only
£3,000, As T say, I am pleased we secured
the contract for the sleepers. I can assure
members that sleepers obtained elsewhere
in  Australin cannot eompare with ours.
The Queensiand trains run over sleepers con-
sisting of trees split in halves, unsquared,
and with the bark remaining on them,

I do not intend to detain the Committee at
length on the Estimates, but I do consider
it worth while to ask the Government to give
consideration to our railway transport and
to request the Price Fixing Commissioner to
get busy. Inspeetors should be appointed
under the Price Fixing Commissioner to
operate in various parts of the State in
ovder to ensure that the cost of living does
not zet out of hounds, It is no use appoint-
ing a Priec Fixing Commissioner unless he
has the necessary machinery with which to
function. My suggestion may involve addi-
fional expense to the Government, but I feel
sure it will reduce the cost of living. Tt w:ll
mean that a storekeeper will be unable to
sell for fd. an article that should be sold
for Gd. Tf he does, he will suffer the penalfy
provided.

An inspeetor visits hotels not for the pu.-
pose of proleeting the man who drinks heer
or whisky, but for the purpese of protect.
ing the man who supplies it. The latter very
miickly gets somrone to watch his interests.
The inspector makes certain that the whisky
anid hrandy is np to standard and not
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watered, and also ensures that the whole-
saler gets no more than his pound of flesh.
But the wholesalers are not so anxious te
have priee fixing inspectors to ensure that
they do not overcharge for our food.
stuffs. If they had the right to engage
inspectors to protect their interests they
would very soon do so but they are not
anxious to have inspeciors appointed be-
canse they know the interests of consumers
and not those of the suppliers would be
protected. I hope that the House will give
consideration to the points [ have raised
with a view to seeing if something can be
done to nssist in devising a better transport
system and bringing about the appointment
af priee fixing inspectors in various parts of
this State.

HON. W. D. JOEHNSON (Guildford-Mid-
Iand) [8.31]: I am always interested in the
speeches of the member for Mt. Magnet
(Mr. Triat). I admire his earncstness and
the method by which he places his views
before the House, but I am sorry he made
the mistake tonight of speaking at the wrong
time. I submit to him, and to other mem-
bhers of the House, that we need to
realise that there is a time and a plaee for
cverything. The hon. member made a very
able speech in regard to better faeilities for
our railways, and to the need for more up-
to-date equipment and for more considern-
tion to be shown for the travelling public.
Had he made that speech on the railway
estimates, the Minister for Railways would
immediately have had to reply.

Mr. Seward: Yon are an optimist!

Mr. Watis: You are too optimistic!

Mrs. Cardell-Oliver: Let him make the
specch again!

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: The Minister
wouid have to reply.

Mr, Donoy: The faet that the Minister
oughit to replv is no assnrance that he would.

Hon. W, D. JOHNSON: The memher for
Mt. Magnet has made an able contribution
to the debnte on the Budget, but it is one
that should he made when the railway esti-
mates are nnder consideration.

Mrs. Cardell-Oliver: Can he not make a
sumlar speech again®

Hon. W. D. JOANSON: OF course! The
hon. member will not, however, enjoy making
it on the railway estimates as much as he
enjoved making it to-night. There is another
point.  When those in authority over our
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railways look to “Hansard” for eriticism of
the railways they turn to the debate on the
rrilway estimates, and thercfore the hon.
member’s speech in that regard will not be
in its proper place and may be overlooked.

The CHAIRMAN: Will the member for
Tiuildford-Midland kindly speak to the Bud-
get instend of eriticising the speech of the
member for Mt. Magnet?

Hon. W. D, JOHNSON: The member for
Mt. Magnet has been speaking to the
Budget and I am addressing myself to the
same question.

The CHAIRMAN: The hon. member is
criticising the speech of the member for
Mt. Magnet.

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: There is no limit
to what can be said when we are disenss-
ing the Budget and I cannot, therefore,
offend. The hon. member made & very fine
contribution in regard to the administra-
tion and fixation of the basic wage. He
also spoke at length of the need for greater
attention being paid to our secondary in-
dustries. We have a Minister in charge of
that phase of our activities. The Minister
for Labour and Industrial Development
would be most interested in the hon. mem-
ber's remarks. Had these remarks been made
on the estimates of that department the Min-
ister would have replied and the hon. member
would aceordingly have secured more prac-
tieal results from his eontribution than is
likely to be the case now.

Mr. Raphael: Do you mean that better
traing would have been placed in com-
mission or that there would be more up-to-
date services, or what?

Hon. W. . JOHNSON: The considera-
tion of the Budget is one of the two ocea-
sions when there is no limit to what mem-
bers may speak about. Tt is one of the
times when we can all enjoy ourselves with-
out being upset by interruptions from
those who are in charge of the rules and
regulations. There 1s no oceasion when we
ean speak freely except during the debate
on the Address-in-reply and the considera-
tion of the Budget. The Address-in-reply
is a sort of soecial discourse.

Mr. Raphael: “Discord” is the word!

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON : Tt gives members
an opportunity to review anything and
everything. Opportunity iz taken by them
to survey (overnmental activities in their
particular clectorates. Tt is a sort of full-
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dress social discourse, unlimited in its
scope. The Budget provides an opportunity
for a business discourse. It is not a social
discourse but a business discourse. The
time devoted to consideration of the Budget
is one during which we should, as it were,
take off our coats, roll up our sleeves and
try to obtain a true conception of the aetual
economie position of the State.

Unfortunately, however, we find that this
House—and I say this advisedly, from ex-
perience—has drifted away from that idea
with the result that we have a debate on
the Address-in-reply and then the same
kind of discussion in connection with the
Budget, or we find members doing as the
member for Mt. Magnet has done tonight,
namely, talking during the Budget debate
on matters whieh should be discussed when
the particular department within  whose
province they come is under consideration.
T admit that in the submission to the Cham-
ber of the Annual Estimates there is little
scope for a close analysis of State finance.
The position is that Parliament is not in
charge of the Annual Estimates. It is a
case of Cabinet control, and it cannot be
otherwise.

Mr. Marshall: Bank control!

Hon. W. D. JOHNSOQYX: The Estimates
{oday are simply a Cabinet report, a depart-
mental review. They cannot bhe otherwise,
under existing conditions. They outline
what has been done and what is to be done.
The State Parliament can only nccept what
is placed before it. Members cannot do
more than listen to the discussion. They
cannot do anything to aller the estimates.
They cannot change the position to any
degree.

There is no channel through which we
can frame or assist in framing the Annual
Estimates. The whole position is controlled
from outside the State. The financial posi-
tion of the State is under the contro] and
direction of the Loan Council and the gath-
erings that take plaee in Eastern Australia.
It is beeause of that eondition that we have
all this discourse on the Address-in-reply
and the Budget. There is no opportunity for
anything else to be done. Members must
speak in generalities. They cannot discuss
the Government of the country from a
financial point of view. There is no oppor-
tonity to enter, ss a Parliament, into the
real eeonomie control of YWestern Australia.
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. Therg is only one time when I enjoy
making a speech. I am enjoying fhat
time mnow, and I think I shall continue
80 long that members will become tired of
listening to me. I admire the Leader of
the National Party but I say he has misled
me becouse I was waiting for his speeeh,
in order that I might build up mine, baving
made no notes. But he never delivered it.
The reason he did not deliver it is that there
is no scope for p real analysis.

Mrs. Cardell-Oliver: He is a Scotsman,
and waits.

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: There is no
scope. He therefore thought it would be
largely a waste of time. Apain, under exist-
ing conditions where we are under the diree-
tion of the Loan Couneil, it is g pity that
we have not received the Auditor General’s
report, and more particularly the report of
Public Accounta.

The Premier: They were tabled today.

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: It is a bit late.

The Premier: It is difficult to get them.

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: I know it is
always diffieult to get them. I can remem-
ber when there was more necessity for them,
and greater diffienlty was experienced then
in hurrying them through. Nevertheless, I
defy any member to study and understand
the economic position of Western Australin
without having, particularly the public ac-
counts, and also the assistance of the review
of the Auditor General. With all these
limitations the faet remains we have had
some very interesting speeches.  Those
speeches were not irrelevant; but they were
unavailing. They were irrclevant becanse
they dealt with the finances of Australia,
and they were unavailing to this Govern-
ment,

Seven-tenths of the speeches of members
on the Address-in-reply deal with matters
outside Western Australia. I made a mental
note on this point when I listened to these
speeches this session and last session. Some
members devote all their speeches to Federal
matters; there are few members who do not
encroach largely on Federal matters to build
np their speeches,

Mr. Berry: Why should they not?

Hon, W. ). JOHNSON: There is no rea-
son why they should not, except that they
are misleading the people of Western Aus-
tralia. The faet that members make these
speeches eonveys to the people that they
have some authority and some responsibility.
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Their views are aceepted as those of repre-
sentatives of electorates of this State,
Seven-tenths of the speeches deal with mat-
ters outside Western Australia and three-
tenths are Western Australian. It is beeause
we are down to three-tenths that I speak
in this manner. I propose to probe fairly
deeply.

The only reason I raise the point is that.
1 desire to make it elear that the State Par-
liament is so eireumseribed ond so limited
in its contro]l and responsibility, and so
hampered by the encroachment of Federal
anthority, that il cannot move without eriti-
eising those actually in authority. The mem-
her for Irwin-Moore (Mr. Berry) realises
he has to eritieise them becanse, as & member
of this House, he feels their control. It is
true we are part of the people of Australia
and as individuals are ealled upon to study
the operations of Federal politics and Fed-
eral aetivities, be they connected with this
State or elsewhere. When, however, we
spenk in this House we speak ouly as mem-
bers of the Australian publie, and not as if
we have got any responsibility in the general
government of the matters raised.

1 would be quite pleased, and rejoice, if
members took their speeches to the Esplan-
ade and eontacted the general publie. Tt is
a waste of effort in this Chamber; the audi-
ence is so limited. It is an intelligent aundi-
enee, but not an effective audience becaunse
it is sv limited that one speaks to dozens
here where one could speak to thousnnds
elsewhere. T do not like to speak of affairs
outside of Western Australia, and I do not
speak on genernl debates a great deal, be-
conse members are mighty bhad listeners and
T cannot speak to bad listeners. Another
matter, from the ceconomie point of view, has
to be remembered, and that is that while all
these speeches are heing made “Hansard” is
reporting them, “Hansard” is costly and if
members read “Hansard” and do it thor-
oughly, they will admit a tremendous propor-
tion deals with matters over which this House
has no econtrol.

Let me give an illustration. The member
for Claremont (Mr. North) always eom-
mands a good hearing. He is a student.
He applies himself to his subject and al-
ways contributes something worth while. The
other night he brought forward the good
news, and I rejoiced when I heard it, that -
Kevnes, the great economist, is to be added
to the hoard of the Bank of England. That is
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a wonderfol development and a revolutionary
development from the standpoint of British
finaneial control. It is 8 most extraordinary
thing that Mr. Keynes should be placed in
that position, but it shows thai the presence
of Major Atlee, that great man Mr. Morri-
son, Mr. Bevin and Mr. Kirkwood, all mem-
hers of the British Cabinet, are making an

impression in the general administra-
tion of the affairs of the Old Coun-
try. Due to their infloence some

measure of democratic ideas has been in-
fused into the control of the Bank of Eng-
land. Mr. Keynes, a Britisher, I am very
pleased to know, has been added to it. The
whole of the hon. member's speech, how-
ever, was of no value o the State, except as
an edueation. We cannot do anything in
the nature of finaneial reform; we can do
nothing with banking. We, except as elee-
tors, cannot make the Federal Parliament
get rid of the kind of man that today it
places on the hoard of the Commonweslth
Bank. I suggest to the member for Clare-
mont that, when he gets on to another bit
of reform and propaganda, be comes with
me to the Esplanade and we will make good
use of it. We will not waste the material
in this House.

Mrs. Cardell-Oliver: You would go to-
zether?

Hon: W. 7. JOENSON: Of course we
would! In matters of this deseription I
will join with anyone who will preach prae-
tieal reform of the banking system. The
member for Murchison {Mr. Marshall) will
also be a comrade with us in that regard.
The speech of the memhber for Claremont
(Mr., XNorth) was interesting, but seven-
tenths of his matter dealt with Common-
wealth affairs. It represented wonderful
subjeet matter for diseussion on the Esplan-
ade, but little of value to this House.

Mr. North: And what of the remaining
three-tenths?

Hon, W. I, JOINSOXN: I was just com-
ing to that. In the remaining three-tenths
of liis utterance the hon. member got haek
to State considerations. True, the main
point was that the hooms at the Claremont
railway evossing should e removedl und
wntes installed instead.

Mr. North: Parish pnmp matter!

Hon, W. D. JOHNSON: The only mis-

take the hon. member inade was when he
said the gates would cost £3,000 and an hon.
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member interjected that the cost would be
more like £40.

Mr. North: They would be good gates
at a cost of £40!
Hon. W, D. JOHNSON: The fact ve-

maing that for three-tenths of the time he
spoke, the bLon. member dealt with State
matters and the rest of his speech was de-
voted to a very fine oration of general edu-
eational value to the eleetors of Australia.

As I indicated a few moments ago, oux
present position is due to the limited power
of conirol vested in us. The Loan Counei)
is in charge of the State and that control is
held in such a way that State Governments,
particalarly those that are under the super-
vision of 1he Commonwealth Disabilities
Commission, are rvequired to prepare
mouthly balances. Today it is not a matler
of annnal Estimates; there cannot be annual
Kstimates, but simply monthly balances.
All the revenue the State obtains goes into
one aceount and, as far as practicable, Loan
Council money and other Commonwealth
allocations are paid into it. The account is
on the basis of ome-twelfth so that cach
monthly expenditure is on that basis as re-
gords the annwal result. True, as the Trea-
surer will probably point out, that is not the
position regarding loan funds. It could not
be so in that instanee beeanse, if the Com-
monwenltk furnished those funds to he used
monthly, it would he paying the interest
on the loan funds raised. Therefore, the
Commonwealth pays to the State the lump
sum involved so that we carry the interest
burden. The loan payment is in proportion
to the amount vaised at the time it was
seeured, and so it is londed on to the State
which therefore pays the interest aceruing.
The other advanees, such as the eontribu-
tione from the Disabilities Grant, are paid
in on the monthly basis. That is the reason
why T say that the Loan Couneil control
over the Estimates is revolutionary.

As vegards the presentation of the Annual
Fstimates to Parliament, the faet remains
that they do not any longer represent an an-
nual estimate of the finances of the State.
The Estimates are framed on the basis of
one-twelfth of the actual results as estimated
hy the Treasurer and submitted by him to
the Loan Council for its consideration. The
position arises—this is a very dangerous
condition—that Parliament as an organ-
ised body eannot eontribute to the control
of the eeonamic position of Western Aus-
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tralin. If we attempt to exercise any such
confrol we do it as individuals. We have
to meet Ministers individually and make our
representalions to each, If we do not adopt
that course we find that the expenditure has
taken place or the matter has already been
finalised, becnuse of the monthly basis of
financing to which I have drawn specific at-
tention. I ask members to check my state-
ment when 1 assext that, during the three
vears of this Parliament, we have never been
asked to express an opinion upon any single
item of expenditure. Before control by the
Loan Council we, ns members of Parliament,
had to aceept responsibility.

Mr. North: We had full government then.

Hon, W. D. JOHNSON: Wi have not
full government today; we are not consulted
and we cannot he consulted. Cabinet is in
control. It is not a quostion of 50 members
of this House exercising control, hut of
eight or nine members of Cabinet doing so.
It eannot be otherwise, vegardless of what
party may he in power or who may con-
stitute the Government of the day.

Mrs. Cardell-Oliver: What can we do
ahout it?

Hon, W. D. JOHNSON: I will come to
that point in my own way. Let me give the
Committee an illustration to emphasise
my point.  The construction of the new
Perth Hospital is running into about
£750,000, but we as n Parliament have
never been asked to vote on that expendi-
ture. We know it i3 being ineurred. We
have some idea of the cireumstances sur-
rounding the raising of the required funds
and we know the source from which the
money is derived. But we have secured our
information from the Press; and it eannot
he otherwise. The reason for that is that
Cabinet has to submit a report on such mat-
ters to the Loan Council and is requived
to work on the monthly basis.

The Loan Council restricts or expands
State economy at will. T emphasise that
the State works purely on the monthly
basis as I have outlined. The danger of
Cabinet control, or rule as it were, is that
Cabinet can use its opportunities fo retard
the activities of those that are obstructive
and placate those that are docile and good
followers. That constitutes a very grave
danger, but it cannot he avoided. That is the
position into which we have drifted through
Federal control. We have placed a few men
in charge. I do not say that they wmisuse
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their power; the point is that we must he
sensible of the faet and realise the dangers
confronting us., I want to appeal to mem-
bers to face that position and realise that
it confronts them. To bury onr heads in
the sand and allow present conditions to
continue is so dangerous that 1 submit it
cannot eontinue indefinitely.

Mr. North: The position mnst be the
same in the other States.

Hon. W. D, JOHNSON: No, it is not so
objectionable in some; the diffieulty is ap-
parent in the three States that labour under
disabilities and depend on Federal grants.
Three States are suffering most; the re-
mainder gain the advantage. I submit that
we cannot escape from the entanglements
of the present situation. We voted our-
selves into it; we agreed to it; it was not
forced upon us! The issuc was submitied to
us for an expression of our views as electors
of Australia, and we answered in the affirm-
ative. At one period an attempt was made
to separate and to secede. Today separation
is dead. The movement will never be re-
vived. Secession today is further away
from wuvs than ever before and, in
truth, it was never very close to us.
But the position is that the present control
is unification to a certain extent, and this
unifieation is gradually but surely strangling
the State’s assets. We are beecoming weaker
heeanse of the growing strength of the Fede-
rol encroachments. They are getting closer
to us, and wr are becoming weaker as a
result of the penetration, The assets which
we have and which we built up during the
time when we had full eontrol in this Stinte,
when we were developing nnresirieted or un-
hampered by ouiside influences, are the best
assets, but those assets today arc snffering
beeause of the unified and Federal control.

As 1 say, we cannot leave things where
they are; we must faec the position. We
must work this State into a stable economy.
Our cconomy today is not stable beeause we
ennnot frame it and eannot divect it. We
must cither do this or drift further into
poverty. We shall always be a suppliant
State. Therefore, in so far as we have to go
enp-in-hand to the Commonwealth and send
Ministers, Treasury officials and others to
the Eastern States to put up a case for us,
this Parliament is proportionately weakened.
So long as we conlinue to do that, we must
realise that we are going backwards, not
forwards.
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My, Marshall: A poliey not of co-
operation but of domination. We bave to
take what the Commonwealth gives us.

Hon. W. D, JOHNSON: As I have
pointed out, the Loan Counecil controls us
and we arve diseiplined by the disahilities
Commission. Here is 8 most extraordinary
thing in conncetion with the disabilities
Commission. It deals in its veport with
“The measurement of relative financial posi-
tion.”  This is n eriticism of State Parlia-
ments, and we arve told how to do our job.
1 have no ohjeetion to that, provided the
people of this State understand it. But ¥
say that Parliament is misleading the prople
of the State by its attitude to Federal mat-
ters, Jeading them to believe that we have
some measuve of contrel and some measure
of responsibility when we have little.  As
a matter of faet, with regard to the liltle
we have, we are told we are not doing it
right and not doing it in a sound cconomie
way. But this is the extraordinary posi-
tion. The Commission’s veport says—

Qur procedyure involves the assumption that

the budget of a State represents the State’s
effort.
Not, members should nete, the offort of the
State Parliament! The Commission realises
that as regards the States that come under
its purview, examination and direetion, it is
the effort of the Government that has to he
reviewnd, not the cffort of Parlinment, be-
cause Parliament e¢an play no part. The
section dealing with the measurement of
relative finanecial position contains the fol-
lowing paragraph:—

(¢) Adjustments to climinate the effects of
windfalls in revenue—

T will deal with that later

—of cmergeney expenditure, and of varie.
tiona of accounting practice,

Then members of the Commission go into
details. They do not come to Parliament
to edunente us, oxeept that we have the privi-
lege of reading their report. They do uot
come fo Parliament and Parliament does not
go te them. Therefore, when we appreciate
the details of the examination to which we
are subjected, it is time members should
hegin to realise the position.

Then the Commission procceds to <eal
with standards, 1t is extraordinary how the
standards arve arrived at. From an Aus-
tralian point of view, from the Commission’s
point of view and from a unifieation point
of view—or, as a step towards unification—
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it may be sound to do as the members of the
Commission do. They take the actual
expenditure on given items of New South
Wales, Queensland and Vietoria, and from
an examination of the figures of those three
States arrive at what thev call a standard.
The standmrd is examined from the point of
view of the three more affluent States and
then a ealeulation is made of the disabibities
this State snilers by comparison. One part
of the report says—

(a) The standarvd of ceonomy in expenditure,

involving (i) the seale of social serviees.
The Commission reviews the social services
and is particularly critical regarding them.
1 want to know cxactly where social services
start and where they finish. For instance,
do the Lieut.-Governor and Government
House constitute a social service? In my
opinion it is purely a social service—a social
matter. It is not an administrative post.
It is a link hetween the Home Government
and the State Government, though even that
connection is smal)l and flimsy because mostly
everything from the Home Government filters
throngh the Commonwealth Government.
Therefore the Licut-Governor, with all his
qualifieations and ahility, is neverthcless
social in his aetivitivs, Another extraordin-
ary refervence in the report is—

(M) The stamdard of effort in raising

revenue, invelving (iV the severity of taxation
including lecal government taxation.
I cannot guite understand how the Com-
mission can bring in local government taxa-
tion. I do mot think it has any eonnection
whatever.

Hon. (. G. Latham: It bes, where there
are loea] water boards.

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: Perbaps; hut the
Commission should qualify that remark in
some way, bhecause the referenee I have
quoted conveys that the Commission does
take into consideration the loeal government
taxation of this State as compared with
that of the standard States to which [ have
referred.  Still under the heading “The
measurement of relative finaneial position,”
the Commission deals with the seale of soeinl
services—(a) education, (h) health, hospi-
tals and charities. I want to ask the
Treagurer whether the Commission takes
tnto congideration the fact that we have
special taxation for hospitals and charities,
Does it take into consideration the income
from lotteries? Daes it appreciate that that
is taxation?
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The Premier: 1t is not!

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: It is taxation,
possibly indirect. Tt is taxation of a section
of the community, those that gamble. The
position is that large sums of money are
raised for lotteries. Those lotteries are ap-
proved by Parliament, are established by
statute; and the statute invites and encour-
ages people to invest in the lotteries. Then
Parlinment says, “From every shilling in-
vested in a lottery the State will receive an
advantage of so much.” The State definitely
taxes that investment.

The Premier: No! That is all nonsense.

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: It is common
sense. It might be nonsense to the Premier,
but it is common sense for us fo realise
that that money is contributed by the people
of Western Australia, mainly, and that every
pound contributed to the lotteries suffers a
reduction through an impost placed on it
for revenue purposes by the State Govern-
ment. Therefore in all serionsness T snb-
mit that when the Disabilities Commissioners
go into these matters they should take into
consideration the special cirecumstances of
Western Australin. Let me ask the Treasurer
whether that is one of the windfalls T read
ahout just now, windfalls referred to by the
Commissioners. Are the lotteries looked
npon as windfalls?

The Premier: We are doing too much by
way of social services in Western Ans-
tralia. ’

Mrs. Cardell-Oliver: We ave not doing
half encughl!

The Premier; In comparison with the other
States we do far too much.

Mrs. Cardell-Oliver: So we should, be-
canse we are advanced!

Hon. W. D, JOHNSON: I agree with the
Treasurer that we are penslised in regard
to our social services, hut I say that we are
raising revenne in an extraordinary manner,
and that we should get credit for that extra
revenne because no other part of the Com-
monwealth, at all events no other part known
to me, raises revenue in the way we raise
it.

The Minister for Mines: Oh, nonsense;
New Sonth Wales and Qneensland both do.

Hon, W. . JOHNSON: They may do so,
but I submit that their conditions are not
similar to those of Western Australia. We
have lotteries becanse lotteries have been
approved by Parliament. 1 oppose them,
and will always oppose them, as a degrad-
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ing method, as a reflection upon our eapa-
city for government and as a reflection
upon the people who elect a Ministry which
says that we must make statutory provision
encouraging people to invest in lotteries in
ovder that we may appropriate part of
those investmenis te maintain charitable
institutions and hospitals. I will never
accept that view, and I trust that some day
the electors will appreciate how a State is
disecounted when it descends to such me-
thods for raising revenve.

Be all that as it may, whal are starting-
price operations? Starting-price opera-
tions are illegel, and vet they are growing
here in intensity and in extent. They are
penetrating everywhere, and they are open
to the public everyvwhere. Everybody
knows that when passing one of those es-
tablishments. Formerly the business was
covered up to a certain extent, but to-day
there is no covering up.  Starting-priee
betting is now part and paveel of our pubiie
life, of our public entertainments, and of
public temptations in Western Austvalia.
Starting-price betting is not enconraged
hy statute but, by Heaven, it is a great
revenue producer!

[Mr. Seward took the Chair.]

The Premier: It is discouraged by fines.

Hon, W. D, JOHNSON: I will come to
the fines, Recently the Commissioner of
Police drew attention to the growing evil
of starting-price betting and appealed to
Parliament to try to readjust matters or do
something with the evil. I find from a
document, to wit ‘‘Hansard,’’ that during
the last five years over £130,000 has heen
paid in fines—an average of £26,000 per
annum, The lotieries are demoralising, and
out of the lotteries comes starting-price
hetting, Unquestionably, the two are de-
velopments of the same kind. If one moves
in & downward direction one gets down to
a certain environment, and when one de-
grades the public environment one obtains
a public of the standard of the environ-
ment,

The Minister for Worka: Did not the
Trades Hall have a lottery?

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: I did not.
is one thing I am proud of.

The Minister for Works: You pleaded
with me for permisison to run the lottery.

That
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Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: That is an abso-
lute mis-gtatement of fact. I did no such
thing.  The point has been raised, and
thank goodness I am not trapped! Let us
deal with the Trades Hall question. The
Midiand Junetion Trades Hall was built at
a cost of about £2,000. Approximately
£700 of that amount had been raised by
the women of the ALP. over the years,
during which | was seeretary. And I
was also secretary while we were engaged
in raising revenue to build a Trades Hall,
during the period when we were renting
premises,

An appeal was made to me to use the
lotteries for the purpose of wiping off the
debt. We ultimately built the hall, thanks
to a loan of £1,300 from the Government
Railways Union. That amount, together
with the £700 raised by women members
of the A.L.P., enabled ns to build the £2,000
hall,  To the credit of the Government
Railways Union be it said that they gave us
the money at 3 per eent. interest, I think;
certainly the rate was not more than 4 per
cent, That is where the money came from
to build the Trades Hall.

The Minister for Works:
sweep.

Hon, W, D). JOHNSON: T will deal with
the Minister in a moment.

The Minister for Works: I advise you to
leave the matter alone.

Hon. W. D. JOHNSOXN: I will not. The
£2,000 eame from those sources, and the
hall was paid for. The liability to the Gov-
ernment Railways Union we paid off by
annual contributions.  Then T fell ill. It
is known what T went through. While T
was in hospital there was a change of
poliey. The member for East Perth (Mr.
Hughes) had fallen ont with the Labour
movement, hut for some reason or other he
was brought in during my absence to run
a sweep, It hurt me in hospital when I
found out. I had fought against such a
method for years, purely from the moral
standard, saying, ‘“We will never touch
it.”" TUnfortunately, behind my back influ-
ences were brought fo bear. The way it
was done is no cvedit to the Labonr move-
ment.

The Minister for Works: You came and
pleaded with me——

Hon. W. D. TOHNSON: The Minister is
a liar, T did not.

You ran a
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The Minister for Works: You are a liar!

Hon. W, D. JOHNSON: I opposed
the scheme. The Minister is telling a thing
he knows to be untrue. I was in hospital
when it was done. I had no part in it. When
I had raised the money I paid for the hall.
Therefore it is no good putting it over. I
have never been associated with shady busi-
ness of that kind. That can be ascerfained
from the police records. True, I am Secre-
tary of the Midland District Council, but
I was in hospital when this took place, as
the records, if searched, will show.

The Premier: Then why raise this?

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON; It was raised in
the accusation. The Minister for Works
raised it.

Mr. J. H. Smith: That is the way argu-
ments start!

Hon. W, D, JOHNSON: The position is
that we are demoralising the public life of
this State by these practices. Consider the
reeent discussion in Synod, where this mat-
ter was reviewed! Anyone taking his publie
life seriously must have felt depressed by
that discussion.  The explanation put up
there is exaetly the same ax that made by the
Minister for Works.

The Chureh has its orphanages and must
provide accommeodation. It must get money,
as 1 did for the Trades Hall, in a legitimate
way. But there is this easy money to be
had somewhere else; and after years of
struggling trying to get money legitimately
unfortunately the Chureh decided to fall into
line and get it from other soureces.

Mrs. Cardell-Oliver: Lowered its plane!

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON : Unquestionably.
The Christian plane has been lowered, there
iz no doubt about that. Publi¢c life is being
degraded; that is the environment. Take
our bench, consider starting-price betting
fines in Perth and compare them with those
in Midland Junction and Fremantle. Again
one sees it. It is demoralising, it is wrong,
but hecause it is tolerated, beeause it is
growing, people say, “It is a natural part
of the public life of Western Anstralia. We
have to live in that environment. Why
growl about it? Why not fit in? Why try
to make oneself distinetive by constantly pro-
testing against the State heing degraded
to that extent?’ T knmow that it cannot be
reformed in my electorate. I am getting
eritieised and will probably get opposition
because of my attitude and ideals. But T
will not be silenced.
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Mrs. Cordell-Qliver: But we ean do some-
thing. .

Hon. W. . JOHNSON: The bhon. mem-
ber c¢annot do anything in Subiaco, neither
ean I in Midland Junetion and Guildford.
We cnn raise our voiee and protest. It is
this place, Parliament, and Parliament alone,
that has to he put right. By concentration
we conld possibly make one town clean.
Guildford, in my clectorate, may be made
clean, but not the whole electorate: neither
can on¢ make the whole State clean hecanse
of the cleansing of one electorate. There-
fore it is not zn individual effort except
from a propaganda point of view. 1t has
to he a State effort and a State poliey.

Mrs. Cardell Oliver: We ecan do it, he-
cause it is a State poliey.

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: 1 raise these
matters heenuse I view the position seriously.
We are not governing wisely; we are not
elevating the publie life of this State. We
must make a higher appeal if we desire to
place it on a higher s{andard than that on
which it rests today. We do not believe
that evervthing is going well. It is not!
Go round the public parks and ohserve how
the fenees ave falling down! Visit our
sehools and ascertain vhere expenditure is
reqnired bul mency cannot be provided!

T.ook at the eondition of the State’s assets,
and one will realise that we are slipping
back. While we are slipping back we are
hecoming deficient. It is that poverty, as-
sociated with other activities, which is caus-
ing all the concern today. Part-time work is
the outeome of that policy. Part-time work
has degraded the worker, has reduced his
opportunity and his strength and placed
him in a lower standard. That is an.
other outcome of the State’s poverty
due to the eneroachment of the Fede-
ral  Parvliament. T do not quote that
as against our loiteries and starting-
price  betting, but from the moral
point of view and definitely from the eco-
nomie point of view. These particulars are
already in “Hansard” and T have had them
checked; 80 per cent, of the lottery tickets
sold are bought by wages and salary em-
ployeca.  The figures given to me were
higher. T was assured by one of the most
ohservant and largest of sellers that over 80
per eent. of the hayers were wages and
salary employces. That means by State
lezislation 80 per cent. of those workers are
taxed in order to assist in maintaining our
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charitable institutions and hospitals. I ob-
ject to that from the worker's point of view.
I contend the wealthy should eontribute to
the needs of charitable institutions and hos-
pitals. The hospital tax in itself is unjust;
it is a flat tax whereas it should be a
graded tax. To raise money by means of
lotteries and starting-price betting fnes is
bad beeause it is a special impost on our
workers. ’arliament shonld tot encourage
it, shonld not tolerate it.

We are talking in Parliament of post-war
reconstruction. I submit that it is recon-
struction within the State. How ean any-
one take geriously that talk about a new
order when we are permitting such things
to continne? Unless we put our own place
in order reconstruction will come to this
State Parliament like a thunderelap.
We shall be put in our places as
incompetent, unable to govern a country
soundly and well.  Reeconsiruetion will
come when we are in a poverty-
stricken condition and we shall not be
strong cnough to resist it. I submit that
this state of affairs eannot continue. What
is wanted is a special Parliamentary eom-
mittee to investigate the whole question. No
party ean do it; it is beyond party. It is
a matter that the whole Parliament must go
into. If it is right for the Federal Parlia-
ment to have a spectal Disabilities Commis-
sion, it is right for this Parliament to have
the protection of an organised committee
eapable of coping with the special cirenm-
stances and weaknesses of the times. To-
day the Disabilities Commission takes evi-
dence from public servants. No organised
views of Parliament are submitted to it
We are doing, or are supposed to be doing
things, but our activities are explained, if
they can be explained, by civil servants
who give evidence.

Mr. Withers: According to Sir George
Pearce, Mr. Reid put up a wonderfully
good case!

Hon. W. D, JOHNSON: Undoubtedly! I
am not refleeting on him. But the civil
servants of this State are not governing;
they are not in control of the State:
they are servants of the community. It
is the State Government that the Dis-
abilities Commission should interview,
The State Parliament ought to protect
Western Australia against misunderstand-
ings and wrong ideas entertained by the
Disabilities Commission, and cven by the
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Loan Council. The people of this State
should have a parliamentary eommitiee
capable of handling this difficult and dan-
gerous policy of today, so as to prevent
unification coming in like a thunderelap in
such a form that we will be unprepared
for it.

Mrs. Cardell-Oliver: A parliamentary
vigilance committee is needed.

Hon, W. D. JOHNSOX: I do not care
what it is called so long as there is some-
body to review the position and take the
matter seriously. In 1901, when I first
entered Parliament, we had control of de-
fence. We also controlled the Customs,
the Post Office, and loan raising; in faet,
we controlled everything. In those days
there were 80 memhers of Parliament and
there were six full Ministers and one Honor-
ary Minister.

Mr. North: With half the population, too!

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: Let us review
the responsibilities of whieh we have been
deprived. We have no control over defence
or over the Post Office, or over loan rais-
ing, but we still have 80 members of Par-
liament, seven full Ministers and one Hon-
orary Minister.

Hon. C. . Latham: Eight full Ministers
and one Honorary Minister!

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: During the re-
gime of the Leake (Government there were
six full Ministers and two Honorary Minis-
ters. Let us look at what it all means. It
means that we cannot go on as we ave. The’
cost of government in this State is Js. 8d. pevr
head of population.

The Premier: You are a Jeremiah!

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: We¢ need a
Jeremiah to bring these things home to the
people of Western Australia!

The Minister for Mines: What was the
population in 1901%

Hon. W. D. JOHNSOXN: I do not know,
but it was very small compared with that
of today. Nevertheless the (overnment
had a hig responsibility because in those
days the State was developing. The gold-
ficlds people were just heginning to demand
their rights and other districts, partienlarly
Fremantle, were developing at an enormous
pace. Although the population was small
the responsibilities were great. The flow
from other parts was so great that the
Government of the day had a big burden to
carry. The main point is that the cost of
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Parliament and of the activities associnted
with Parliament in this State is 4s, 8d, per
head of population. The Commonwealth
fligure is 1s. 8d., and figures for the other
States are as follows:—New South Wales,
1s. 11d.; Vietoria, 1s. 5d.; Queensland, 2s.
7d.; South Australia, 3s. 9d.; and Tasmania,
4s5. 2d. The average for all the States i-
Js. 11d.

Hon. C. G. Latham: Are those last year's
figures?

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: They are the
latest I have, covering 1937.38. We must
appreciate the faet that we are slipping
back, and if we continue to do so, and our
position grows weaker, our powers of re-
sistance and negofiation will be small in
proportion. I question whether we should
continue to maintain a Lieut.-Governor and
& Government [louse. T do not think we
should try to do so. T do not believe we
need an Agent General today, nor do 1
consifler he has heen wanted for a long
while. We do not need a Licensing Board
when we have a magistracy capable of doing
the work. There are other hoards within
the State whose activilies should bhe re-
viewed, beeause sueh funetions limit more
neeessary aetivities.

The social services will saffer hecause of
Federal encroachment and, if we can reduee
expenditure, ihat will enable us to maintain
those services. We shonld attempt to de
so0. It would be worth while for us to have
a special committee of Parliament whose
duty was to check np on the Disahilities
Commission, to wateh its operations and in-
vestigate its figures and make a comparison
of the {reatment of this State and other
States hy the Loan Council. We can do
that because we are not altogether down and
out. Bat if we negleet to do it the drift
will be serious. The new order that T sug-
gest is the aequisition of a little more know-
ledge and the exhibition of greater
determination hy the State Parliament.

The Minister for Mines: That will net
zet vou far.

Hon. W. D. JOHNSOX: I am just
pointing out things as I see them and 1
accept responsibility for what I say. T be-
lieve it would be all fo the good if my sug-
gestion of appointing a speeial parliamentary
committee to go into these matters, instead
of leaving it to civil servants to make repre-
sentations to the Disabilities Commission,
were agreed to.
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1 do net propose to labour the question
any further, but we have to realise that there
are other activities that need a good deal of
watching, Take the debate the other might
on the Companies Act and the association
with company law of the late Harry Boan.
I am not convinced about that. At the
moment I do not believe that the proper
probate tax has been paid. I would not
mind if probate was subject to the serutiny
of the Taxation Department.

Mr. Ahbbott: It ist!

Ion. W, D, JOHNSON: XNo. Probate is
purely a State activity.

Mr. Abhott: They work in with the de-
partment.

Hon. W. D, JOHNSOX: I have had a
goud deal to do with this matter. I have
had to deal with estates of under £300, and
I always got all the documents and signed
them at the Crown Law Department.

Mr. MeDonald: T am afraid the Probate
Department always gets the best of it.

Hon. W. 1), JOHNSON: The hon. mem-
ber will not dispute that it is a State
activity.

Mr. MeDonald: And Federal,

Ion. W. D. JOHNSON: Yes, and Fede-
ral; but I am speaking about the State and
it is wy opinion that our State Crown Law
Department is not quite up to matters of
this kind.

Mr Abhott: The Crown Law Department
docs not attend to them.

Hon., W. D. JOHKSON: Somebody
should! I do not consider this imatter has
received the attention it demands.

My, Abbott: It has not been dealt with
yet.

Hon, W. D, JOHNSON: It has been dealt
with in this House, and an announcement
has been made in the public Press in regard
to exactly how the amount upon which pro-

bate was paid, or is to be paid, was
assessed,
Mr. Watts: Tt is still under review.

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: If that is so it
can he left to see how it pans out. I do
net say I understand it, but T am eoncerned
about it. T think it something which re-
quires very close investigation.

The Premier: It is getting it, too.

TIon. W. Db, JOHNSON: I am glad to
hear that, and particolarly glad to hear that
the matter is not finalised but is sitll being
revicwed, The figures I heard made me
think it nceessary that the matter be closely

1035

investigated. I have reviewed the State as
I sce it, and I do it on my responsibility as
a State member. I have had a good deal of
exprerience, and I have no hesifation in say-
ing that the position in this Stafe is serious.
It is not becanse of the Government—this
Government is as good as any Government
—it is because of the eircumstances under
which the Government operates, and because
of the fact that the State Parliament has
ceased to be an organised bedy which can
assist Clovernments in the general adminis.
tration of the State offairs. I, therefore,
appeal to members to realise our position,
and appreciate that our assets are depreciat-
ing: that non-essentials exist and essentials
are being starved, and that it is all due to the
tact that, in our struggle to stand up against
this small amount of revenue, the enormous
expenditure over a huge area is enveloping
ns in a condition of hopelessness.

The matter must be taken seriously; and
unless T tell my electors what should be done
to achieve stahle economy in Western Aus-
tealia I will not do my job thoroughly, The
limited power of the State Parliament
zhould also he brought before clectors. It
i« wrong to make them believe we can do
anything. The State Parlinment is under
the control of the IFederal authority today,
and it, together with the Disabilities Com-
mission, is assisting the Loan Council to
direet the affairs of this State to a speeding

up of the day of ecomplete unifica-
tion. It is a sad thing to see, par-
tieularly in this State, how nunification

can gradually but surely be accomplished.
The fact that we are so poverty-siricken
gives the opportunity to do it in an organ-
ised way withont any protest; and as it is
our turn today, so it will be the turn of
other States tomorrow.

The Premier: We are not poverty-stricken!
The standard of living here is higher than in
any other State!

Hon, W. D. JOHNSON: I do not like the
position of the assets of this State. I know
sufficient of the position of assets in this
State to know that they have not been won-
derfully well maintained.

The Premier:
stricken?

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: Because our as-
sets are not being maintained at the proper
standard, and we are resorting to tacties,
whick are no credit to the Government, to
rajse revenue to maintain these standards.

Why are we poverty-
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The Premier: We are not poverty-stricken !

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: We are forcing
workers to contribute to the maintenance of
our charitable institutions and hospitals. It
is not true economy to penalise the worker
to the advantage of the rich. The rich are
not buying lottery tickets; they are not in-
vesting in starting priee betting. It is the
workers on salaries and wages who do these
things. That is the kind of economy I am
against. ] want a better and higher stand-
ard, and I want the workers to get it. I
want them, however, to get it cleanly and in
a henlthy atmosphere so that they, and their
families, wil! be elevated and not degraded
by having to livé in an atmosphere which
is demoralising, and not elevating.

MR. NEEDHAM (Perth) [9.45]: The
member for Guildford-Midland (Hon. W. D.
Johnson) at the beginning of his address told
this Committee what it should do, and when
it shonld do it. Why shonld he take on
himself the right to tell members what they
should do?

Hon. W. D. Johnson: I want members to
get practical results,

Mr. NEEDHAM: I resent that type of
advice.

Hon. W. D. Johnson: It is very sound
advice.

Mr. NEEDHAM: The hon. member also
made a ¢omplaint about the manner in which
the Estimates are presented to this Com-
mittee. I have a keen and distinet reeollection
of the time when he was a Minister of the
Crown, and T do not see any difference in the
present manner of tabling the Estimates.

Hon. W. D. Johnson: That is exactly
what T say.

The CHAIRMAN: Order!

Mr. NEEDHAM: T was led to believe
from the member’s remarks that when he
was a Minister of the Crown the Estimates
were dealt with differently.

Hon. W. D. Johnson: I did not say that
at all. I said the Loan Couneil did not
have a hand in the Estimates.

Mr. NEEDHAM: The hon. member gid
tmalify the statement by including the Loan
Council. We know that is something by
which the Government today is hound. The
hon. member also snid that the Estimates
resulted from Cabinet, and not from Parlia-
ment. He knows perfectly well that this
Parliament is hound by the Loan Couneil
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just as Cabinet is. Whatever sovereign
rights this Parlioment had have been taken
from it beceuse of that.

The Premier: No!

Mr. NEEDHAM : For that reason I could
not follow his arguments when he tried to
make out that there had heen at some pre-
vious time a better way of presenting the
Estimates than there is today. He went on
to speak about the cost of Government.
To my mind there is no need for a State
Governor: but he went further and said
that there is no need for an Agent-General.

Hon, W. D. Johnson: Neither there is!

Mr. NEEDHAM: The hon. member him-
self would have heen very glad to have gone
to London as Agent-General.

Hon. C. G. Latham: And he would have
made a very good job of it teo.

Mr. NEEDHAM: Bat he is not the
Agent-General. Whilst T do not question his
sineerity I eannot recognise any consisteney
in his argument, hecause if his own desires
had heen satisfled he wonld have heen in
London during this debate, rather than
here.

The member for Brown Hill-Tvanhoe {Mr
F. C. L. Smith) suggested the introduction
of an innovation in this Parliament in that
he claimed members shonld he allowed to
read their speeches. T eannot agree with
that sugmestion., He pointed out that some
Ministers read their speeches, and hecanse
of that advocated the practiec becoming
genera] and having applieation to private
members.

The Minister for Mines: Ministers do not
read specches: they give information to the
House,

Mr. NEEDHAM : The hon. member sug-
gested that if members were allowed to rend
their speeches their uiterances would he
correspondingly improved. T cannot sub-
scribe to that. T realise the necessity for
Ministers heing  allowed to read their
speeches for they eannot be expected to be
intimately acquninted with all the details
associated with the legislation they arve
called upon to present. In the eirenm-
gtances it is only right that they should he
accorded the privilege of reading such por-
tions of their speeches ns relate to sub-
jeets with which they are not fully
acquainted. I po further and say that the
leaders of parties sitting in  Opposition
should have the same right extended to
them.
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I sympathise with the Leader of the
Opposition who, I appreeiate, eannot pos-
sibly be intimately acquainted with all the
subjeets he is called upon to handle, some-
times at short notice, T had fonr years’ ex-
perience when oceupying a somewhat sim-
ilar position in the Senate, and I know the
difficulties with which one so placed is con-
fronted. On the other hand, to suggest
that the rule regarding speeches should
have general application does not connote,
to my mind, that an improvement would
be effected in the calibre of the speeches
delivered in this Chamber. What I do think
would help towards that end would be an
alteration of the Standing Orders to im-
pose a limitation wupon the duration of
speeches.

Mr. North: Mear, hear! Speeches should
he shortened.

Mr. NEEDHAM: 1 think
eertainly help to improve the
speeches delivered in the Hounse.

Mrs. Cardell-Oliver: And they could he
broadeast.

The Minister for Mines: Why impose that
additional suffering wpon the peoplef

Mrs. Cardell-Oliver: You wonld not eull
anyone a liar then.

The Minister for Mines: And you would
not talk as you did on one occasion,

Mr. NEEDHAM: If & limitation wore
placed upon the duration of speeches, there
wonld be greater concentration of thought
and condensation of language. I[n the Fed-
cral Parliament there is sueh a time limit.
When the aiteration was suggested in the
Senale | strongly opposed it. I thought an
interference with the rights and liberties of
members was involved. T lived to alier my
opinion. I found it was better to have a
time limit imposed on speeches than to have
no limit at all. Tn the Senate Ministers were
allowed an hour and a half for second read-
ing speeches and for those delivered in con-
neetion with the Address-in-reply or the
Budget, while an hour was allowed for pri-
vate members. For debates in Committee
there was a limit of 15 minutes, I reiterate
that vather than permit the reading of
specehes with a view to improving the quality
of our deliberations, I would prefer the al-
teration of the Standing Orders to impose a
time limit.

The member for Brown Hill-Tvanhoe (Mr.
F. C. L. Smith) quoted the late Frank An-
stev in sapport of his argument in favour of

that would
quality of
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the reading of speeches. He could not have
been more unfortunate in his choice. Frank
Anstey was looked npon as the finest speak-
er in the House of HRepresentatives, an
honour that was at one time attributed to
Alfred Deakin. In my hearing, Deakin said
that he was not in the same oratorical flight
&5 Frank Anstey—and Prank Anstey never
read a specch. Deakin paid the same tribute
to Frank Anstey as did William Ewact
Gladstone in the House of Commons to
Thomas Sexton, a member of the Irish Par-
Liamentary Party. Regarded himself as the
finest speaker in the House of Commons,
Gladstone said he was not, and that he gave
that prize to Thomas Sexton, Frank Anstey
was a man who spent much time in the pre-
paration of his speeches, but he never used a
note when delivering them. On one ocea-
sion, the Melbourne “Age,* which at that
time was not inelined to look with very much
favour npon Labour members, devoted two
eolumns to his second reading speech on the
Aupstralian Note Issue Bill. In the course
of that utterance he traversed the history of
note isswes in different parts of the world,
and during the whole time he was speaking
he did not once consult his notes. At anv
rate, T eannot lend my approval to the sug-
gestion of the membor for Brown Hill-Ivan-
hoe that members generally should be allowed
to read their speeches.

During the eourse of the debate references
have heen made to Western Australia and
ils participatior in war industries. I azree
with those who have contended that this
State has not been treated satisfactorily in
that respeet.  We must sl deplore the {act
that Anstralin and the Empire are engaged
in a c¢olossal war, hut we must recognise
that the war itself has helped Western Aus-
tralia in the devclopment of its seeondary
industries, and indeed has had that effect
throughout the Commonwenlth. Australin
would not be in her present position of he-
ing able to play such & wonderful part in
the war had it not heen for the policy pur-
sued by the Federal Lahour Government in
1910-15.

The CHAIRMAN: Order! There is alto-
pether too muech conversation going on he-
tween members.

Mr. NEEDHAM: It may be as well to re-
fer briefly to the fact that in 1910-15 the
Labour Government under Andrew Fisher
was in power in the Federal arena. As a
result of the policy it adopted, Australia
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was able to play a big part not only in the
last war but in the present conflagration.
That Labour Government cstablished the
Australian Navy, a college at Jervis Bay
for the training of officers for the Navy, a
military college at Duntroon, the Common-
wealth Woollen Mills, the Commonwealth
Shipping Line, the Commonwealth Harness
and Saddlery Factory and Remount Depot,
and a number of other public utilities, the
output from all of whiech was available duy-
ing the 1914-18 war and, of course, has
helped to mlace Australia in an even better
position today from that point of view.

Purthermore, the Seullin Government of
1929-31 throngh its tariff, which was framed
for the intensification and protection of
Australia’s industries, was the means of
enabling the Commonwealth to aceomplish
what has been done in providing for
the requivements of our Fighting Forces.
Reference has been made to the delays that
are taking place in deliveries under war con-
tracts in this State. A little while ago at-
tempts were made to get clectric motors
manufactured here. A motor that was made
loeally passed a University test, but that did
not satisfy the Commonwealth authorities
and the work was done in the Bastern States.
We ought to insist upon decentralisation so
that the skilled artisans in this State will be
ahle to go ahead with war work.

The Leader of the Opposition, in his
specech on the Address-in-reply debate, ve-
ferred to the absence of skilled Jahour. He
nsed these words—

The great advantage our common enemy has

at present iz the numnber of trained men at its
disposal,
T Ao not think the Leader of the Opposition
really understood the import of his state-
ment. e did not say anvthing about the
population of the common cnemy as against
our population. He continued—

Tn Germany, young men are placed in camps

where they are trained thoroughly and efii-
ently,
Apain T venture to say the Leader of the
Opposition did not know the import of
his remarks., Surely he knows that in Qer-
many young men are put into labour camps
and trained there! That is where Hitler got
his men. I know the hon. member is not in
svmpathy with that sort of thing.

Hon. C. G. Latham: I did not saggest it.
T =aid that is where we are having difficulty.

[Mr. Withers resumed the Chair.]

[ASSEMBLY.]

Mr. XEEDHAM: The young men in Ger-
many were taken from their homes and
placed in Jabour eamps.

Hon. C. G. Latham: Yes, but T did not
say that we oughi to place onr men in
labour camps.

Alr, NEEDHTAM: That is the construe-
tion that might he placed on the hon. mem-
ber’s remarks.

1lon. (. (1. Latham: Of course, that is
what vou would say.

Mv. NEEDNITIAM: T want to prevent that
eonstruction from being placed on his re-
marks. The hon. memher added—

Thus a complete machine is operating against

onr Empire.
We are not going to pmt men into concentra-
tion camps in order to teach them trades,
When speaking on the Address-in-Reply T
pointed out that, had it not heen for the ap-
prenticeship system brought into being by
the trade union movement, we would not
have had ihe skilled men we have today.

IIon. C. (. Latham: We have very few.

Mr. Abhotl: We would probably have had
more,

Mr. NEEDHAM: Ne, we would not have
had more, 1 refer the member for North
Perth to the experience of the Eastern
States where the apprenticeship system is
not as vigid or striet as it is here. The sys-
tem here is controlled by a board; the sys-
tem in the Eastern States is unregunlated and
unrestricted. 1 deny that there is a short-
age of skilled labour in the Eastern States.
The aregument of the member for North
Perth that we would probably have had
more skilled men falls to the ground. Let
me tell him that, but for our apprenticeship
system established by the trade unions, we
might have had artisans but not skilled men.

There wna a system of regulating appren-
ticeships, but when the Arbitration Court
was brought inte existence, provision was
made for an apprenticeship board. The
man who was responsible for that is the
man who I am sorry to say will, in a few
weeks time, vetire from the bench of the
Arhitration Court. I refer to Dr. W. Somer-
villee. He was responsible for the system
we have today; due to his initiative appren-
tices have been trained.

Hon. N. Keenan: Who told you that?

Mr. NEEDHAM: I am telling the hon,
member, If he can satisfy me that any
man other than Dr. Somerville was respon-
sible, T would he glad to hear it.
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Hon. N. Keeman: Do you know when the
fivst Industrinl Arbitration Act was passed !

Mr. NEEDHAM : Yes.

Hon. N. Keenan: When?

Mr. NEEDHAM: In 1902.

Mr. Marshall: That fixes the member for
Nedlands.

Hon. N. Keenan: You are wrong.

My, NEEDHAM: I am not wrong.

Hon. N. Keenan: In 1898,

Mr. NEEDHAM: That was not an arbi-
tration law; T am speaking of the real

thing,

The Minister for Mines: That was a
haby.

Mr. NEEDHAM: fYes. Will the hon.

member tell me that, under that Tlaw, any-
body suggested the regulation of appren-
ticeships? He eannot. Somerville was the
man who was the means of getiing the
teaching and examination of apprentices
provided for by regulation; and a breach
uf those regulations is a breach of the law.
I vepeat that, but for our apprenticeship
system, there would bave been a still
greater shortage of skilled labour. If effect
were given to the ideas of the member for
North Perth regarding the apprenticeship
system, we might have half-baked trades-
men but not really skilled men. When I
remind members that we have men of
sufticiently high skill to manufacture mero-
planes in this eountry, they should realise
that the system of apprenticeships ndopted
hy the trade unions is a sound one.

The CHATIRMAN: I draw attention to
the fact that too much conversation is
heing indulged in by members, and that the
“‘Hansard’’ reporters cannot possibly hear
what 1he speaker is saying.

Mr. NEEDHAM: T wish to impress upon
members that when the war oceurred we
had the skilled men here to do the work.

Hon. N. Keenan: Are they better than
those in the Eastern Siates?

Mr. NEEDHAM: I venture to say that
the tradesmen in this State are equal if
not superior to any tradesmen anywhere,
and I say that after having seen much of
their work at Midland Junction. I speak
as a man who had some years of experi-
ence in the iron trade in the Old Country
and in Australia. The work of the Midland
Junction workshops, including war work,
T venture to say cannot he cxcelled in any
part of the Empire. So much for that.

[38]
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The member for Avon (Mr. Boyle) on
the Address-in-reply referred to the speech
of the member for Mt. Magnet (Mr. Triat},
who said he still remained in and supported
the party favouring unification, the hand-
ing-over of all the Australian States to one
centralised Government at Canberra, which
would be controlled by Syduney and Mel-
bourne as was the case already. If we in
this State arve governed by Sydney and Can-
berra today, could we be in a worse con-
dition under unifieation?

Hon. C. &, Latham: Yes.

My. NEEDHAM: The remarkable thing
about that reference is that the member
for Avon supports a hody that permitted
the unification of the purse. The hon,
member was not a member of this Chamber
when the Mitchell Government handed over
the State Savings Bank to the Common-
wealth. Onee that was done, the sovercignty
of the State was gone. As a matter of fact,
no one knows hetter than does the member

for Avon what was the effeet of that
decision. No one knows betler than he
that the man or woman who controls
the purse controls the household. I op-
posed the handing-over of our Savings
Bank in the Federal Pavlinment and I
opposed it in Western Australin., The

member for York {Hon. C. (. Latham),
however, supported the proposal. And
vet members opposite growl at this
party for advocating unification! Once we
lianded over, through the Financial Agree-
ment, the control of our horrowing and
spending powers, we handed over the whole
government of this State.

Hon., C. G, Latham: The Labour Party
of this State absolutely advocated that.

Mre. NEEDHAM: I opposed it. It is
useless to say that the Labour Party advo-
cates unification and one central govern-
ment. The party in Opposition here sup-
ported the very thing equivalent to unifica-
tion, namely, the control of the purse.

Hon. N. Keenan: When was the Finan-
cial Agreement adopted in this State?

Mr. NEEDHAM:
or 1925, K

Mr. MeDonald: In 1926,

My. NEEDHAM: There was a referen-
dum.

Hon. C. G. Lathamt: And the Collier
Government intreduced the necessary Bill.

Some time in 1924
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Mr., NEEDHAM: There is unification
of the purse. The present Government of
this Stote and every other State Government
must go eap in hand to the Loan Couneil,
and then the Loan Council goes eap in hand
to the Commonwealth and the trading banks
hefore being able to get a penny to carry
on with.

Mr. Seward: Would you sooner go back
to the old method of each State competing
for the money?

Mr. NEEDHAM: To my mind it was
wrong to find two or threc States in the
Loan market at the same time. There could
have been control of borrowing without uni-
fieation, partienlarly in view of the exist-
ence of a so-called Commonwealth Bank.
The State Treasurers would eventually have
to abide by the decision of the Loan Conn-
eil altogether—or of those who control the
Loan Couneil, namely, the trading banks of
Australia. That is the whole position. So,
when it is all boiled down the trading banks
of Australia then decide what amount of
money this Government will get, or any
other Btate Government and equally the
Commonwealth Government. I was never
in favour of different States competing
with each other in the Loan market either in
Australia or oversea; but that could have
been corrected without doing what has been
done—the unification of the pullic purse.
The member for Avon can declaim as long
as he likes, but by unification of the purse
we have in cffect unification of the States.

Mr. BERRY: I move—

That progress be reported.

Motion put and a division taken with
the following result:—
Ayes .. .. 14
Noes .. .- e 19
Majority against 5
AVES,
Mr. Abbott ¢ Mr. Mann
Mr. Berry Mr. McDonald
Mr, Boyle Mr. McLarty
Mra. Cardell-Oliver Mr. Beward
Mr. Hill Mre, Watls
Mr. Keenan Mr. Willmott
Mr. Latham Mr. Doney
{Telter. )
NOES,
Mr. Coverley Mr. Panton
Mr, Fox Mr. Raphaoel
Mr. J. Hegney Mr. Rodoreda
Mr. W, Hegoey Mr, Stysots
Mr. Johnson Mr. Tonkin
Mr. Kelly Mr. Triat
Mr. Marshall Mr. Willcock
Mr, Millington Mr. Wise
Mr, Needham Mr. Cross
Mr. Nulsen {Teller.)

[ASSEMBLY.]

PaIns.
AYES. Nous.
Mr. J. H. Smith Mr. Holmen
Motion thus negatived,

MR. BERRY (Irwin-Moore) [10.20]: I
am sorry for the delay and waste of time
that has just taken place. I was under the
impression that the House wished to ad-
journ at half-past ten. The division was, s
I said, a waste of time and I am sorry it
oceurred. When the member for Guildford-
Midland {(Hon. W. I). Johnson) was utter-
ing his wisc words and making acute but
unnecessary criticism, he suggested that the
member for Mt. Magnet (Mr. Triat) was
not observing the rules of debate in the
way the former member would like. That
was unfair. Personally, I consider the mem-
ber for Mt. Magnet made an able contribu-
tien to the debate, The charge that he did not
discuss the Estimates particularly, or some
aspeet of them, while the Minister in charge
was present is in my opinion unadulterated
“hooey.”

My. Marshell: The Minister happened to
be in his seat while the member for Mt.
Magnet was speaking.

Mr. BERRY: I agree with the member
tfor Murchison. The member for Guildford-
Midland said that we must not disenss Com-
monwealth matters in this House while deal-
ing with the Estimates. We must not, he
said, diseuss anything extraneous to the
Estimates. He said that the Budget dis-
cussion was s full-dress rehearsal, but, for

the love of “heck™ he stood up and
himself discussed all the matters about
which he criticised the member for
Mt. DMagnet and he took nearly two
hours to do it. Anyhow, it is not
my intention to eriticise the member
for Guildford-Midland for doing that. He

has the same right to his say as has the

member for Mt. Magnet. 8o long as I do

not give offence to wvom, My. Chairman, I

propose to say what I like in this Chamber.
Members: Hear, hear!

Mr. BERRY : Asg to the Estimates, I think
it a matter for econgratulation that there is
a surplus of £11,111 5s. 1d. this year. That
is an extremely good effort in war time,
particularly when it was expected there
would be a deficiency of £166,697. As the
Premier pointed out, that meant the State
made good to the extent of £177,808. That,
of course, is a Chinaman's profit; neverthe-
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le~s it is a nice one, more particolarly as
the year was not altogether an easy one.
It was probably one of the most trying
vears this or any other Government of thg
State has had. We have bad bad seasons,
droughts, trouble over hay—in faet, we had
one trouble after ancther., The result is,
therefore, definitely good.

Leaving that subject I shall now pass to
the morve immediate question of secondary
industries, and their relationship to the war.
This is our third year of war. We are
entering upon the third year of a struggle
which, believe e, must be won by us. I
am satisfied that Western Austrnlia has dono
much. We arve told by the BEastern
States that Ausiralia’s war effort is 100
per cent. It is not; and it cannot be while
the people of one State are not taking their
100 per cent. share. We owe that effort to
our hoys oversea. We should do everything
possible, by will-power and determination, to
ensure that those hows shall return to Aus-
tralia and in the greatest number possible.
As I said in my speech on the Address-in-
reply, our boys oversea ave Australia’s heri-
tage. They are Australia tomorrow. We
may be Australia today; some of us may be
Australin yesterday, but our sons oversen
are Australia fomorrow. It, therefore, be-
hoves this State, indeed every part of the
British Empire, to do its utmost. We mnst
insist upon the Commonwealth Government
ad the State Government—but the Com-
monwealth Government in particular—afford-
ing us every opportunity to make a stupen-
does effort to provide evervthing possible
For the safety of onr seldiers.

I shall not repeat what T said on the
Address-in-reply dehate with regard to ship-
huilding, but the time has arrived when we
must consider such matters. In fact, we
must do more than consider them; we have
heen doing that for two years—we must do
them. We must boild those ships! We
must start those factories! We must develop
onr resources! We must win the war!
Knowing the English people as I do
I believe we are eapable of the effort, but
I sinecerely wish we were not wasting so
much time in hopeless chatter. I do not wish
it to be inferred from those remarks that
I consider we have not done anything. I
wish to make it clear that in my opinion
we have no{ yet done enough; of that I am
sure. I leave it for members to support me
in every possible way in what I have said.
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I now pass on t¢ anolher matter, perhaps
not quite so serions. L shall deal with the
question of fish. A few days ago the mem-
ber for West Perth (Myr. MeDonald) asked
some (uestions in this Chamber about the
price of fish. The price of Hsh in Western
Australia will always be high.

My, Marshall: So will the smell!

Mr. BERRY: The price will remain high
k0 long as we fail to obtain what we have
been requesting for 18 months, and that is a
fisheries research vessel. In common with
many professional fishermen, I am of
opinion that fish on our inner coast are not
present in sufficient numbers to prevent the
price from rising every now and then. The
fish for the most part are migratory; they
come here, breed and leave. Unfortunately,
onr tendency is to net them while they are in
spawn. That means that once these fish have
heen eaught there ean be no replacement.
Beceanse of our destruction of fish in spawn,
ns one year follows another, the migratory
shoals must become less and less and the
price of fish beecome higher and higher, I
suggest that the reason for the eonstanfly-
reemrring incvease in the price of fish is
that onr fishing grounds are not in the im-
mediate viginity of the coast. If we had a
fisheries research vessel such as is desired, I
think it would he found eventually that fish
were present on the sloping portions of the
Continental shelf in such abundance as to
make quite unnecessary further questions
sueh as those asked by the member for West
Perth the other night.

I hope that a fisheries research vessel will
he obtained. The attempt to secure one has
heen fraught with the most extraordinary
difficulties. T understand that 18 months
ago anh estimate was made and an offer fur-
nished to the State Government for the
construction of a vessel nt a eost of £7,000,
When tenders were eallied locally it was
found fthat the mo=zt suitable was one of
£8,240. Because of the difference in the two
priees some hitech appears to have occurred
between the Commonwealth Government and
the State Government, and we were told that
the order, which should have been placed in
Western Anstralia, was to be placed in the
Eastern States. Consequently I communi-
cated with the Prime Minister and asked
him if he would reconsider his decision, and
have the vessel made locally. To my aston-
ishment he wrote and asked me what I was
talking about. He said the story I told—
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which I had from a responsible source—was
incorrect. 1 am also given to understand
that some official has come to Western Ans-
tralia and investigated the position, and that
a target price of £8,250 was fixed at Fre-
mantle. That, bowever, does not mean any-
thing because the eonstruction of the vessel
has not been put in hand.

There is another story to the effeet that
this hoat, which ¢ould be made here, will
not be built in Western Australia because it
is possible, for the sum of £5,000, to buy in

the Eastern States a second-hand ves-
sel that will serve the purpose. I
contend that it would cost a great

deal to bring such a vessel from the
Eastern States to Western Australia, no
matter by what route it came, and it would
be very much better if n vessel were con.
structed here.  While 1 congratulate the
Treasurer on his £11,111 surplus, I think
that should have been reduced by a few
thousand pounds to permit of a fisheries
boat being built here.

The Treasurer told us that amongst hia
many difficulties was that of the lost mar-
kets of the primary producers. We all
know, or we should know, that the future
for our primary products is very serious,
We know that there will probably be & huge
surplus of wheat, lambs and many other
commodities. We understand the diffienl-
ties and the embarrassment of such sur-
pluses, but T sugeest that had we built some
ships we might have been able to remove a
large part of those ecommodities. I know
that people in Colombo are trying to obtain
contral by purchase of that little ship we
built in Australia, the “King Bay,” to take
goods from this State to Colombo,

We made a mistake duoring the first two
years of the war in not facing this problem
and grappling with the building of ships at
an earlier date. That we can undertake this
work I have not the slightest doubt, and
that we will find the cost has risen by 40 per
cent. in the last two years is certain. In
spite of the incressed cost, however, and in
spite of the contention that there is no money
available for this purpose, it is essential for
us to build vessels in order that we may ex-
port our surplus commodities to other paris
of the British Empire. Do not let us con-
tinue talking a lot of balderdash about beat-
ing Hitler in the kitchen by inducing the
remnant of the people left in this conntry to
cat lamh. Let us send this commedity to the

[ASSEMBLY.]

soldiers; let us send it in tihs or in any way
that is thought best. But let us send it}

The Minister for Mines: They want raw
beef!

Mr. BERRY: Let us build ships and send
our products oversea, The sooner we do
that the sooner we will measure up to the big
effort that has to be made to beat Hitler.
Today’s war news is not gratifying to us, and
I maintain that every step that Hitler takes
in Russia constitutes two steps nearer to
Australia. It is only by matching our wits
with those of Hitler that we will retard his
Progress. I do not hesitate to assert that we
will not beat Hitler by indulging in Party
politieal strife in Canberra or by industrial
disputes, disorganisation and stupidity in the
Eastern States or anywhere else. 1 agree
with the statement of the member for Mt.
Magnet (Mr. Triat) that there have been
very few, if any, industrial troubles in this
State. There was, of course, the one re-
ferred to by my friend on my right in which
& band of little girls in the shops ran out
and cansed a disturbance for a moment.

The Minister for Mines: That was not
a strike; that was only a pienie.

Mr, BERRY: It was 5 strike all right;
it does not matter what the Minister thinks.
I agree that there have been few troubles in
this State; certainly no serious industrinl
disputes, and I think Labour in Western
Australia is to be congratulated. I remem-
ber that when I eame from Singapore to
Australia, during the years from 1924 to
1930, I always experienced greater courtesy
and met nicer people on the wharves of
Western Australia than I found in the East-
ern States, and I belong to the Eastern
States.

The question of the fixation of prices was
referred to by the member for Mt. Magnet
(Mr. Triat). He properly criticised the
profiteering experts who were also con-
demned by the member for East Perth (Mr.
Hughes} the other night. Profiteering is
still going on. People in the Eastern States,
and probably in the West, are making unduc
profits. Perhaps even the worker in the
Easiern States is profiteering. The demand
for higher wages, and still higher wages, is
Just as much a form of profiteering as any-
thing else. These people, however, may
have eertain rights. I1f the employer
makes huge sums of money from the efforts
of the workers, then he has to face his re-
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sponsibility and see that the men who make
that woney for him get a fair erack of the
whip.

The member for Mt Magnet drew the
attention of this Committee to the position
of ten. I do not know how any person in
Australia ean control the price of tea, pro-
vided the priee is fixed in the countries
where it is produced. If the people in Java,
India and Ceylon elect to demand a higher
price, which they can get, I do not think any
price fixing commissioner in this State ean
do anything ahont it. I mysclf am intev-
vsted in robher. Nobody in Australia is in
a position to say what will be the price of
rubber tomorvow in Singapore.

AMr. W. Hegney: The price is elastie.

Alr. BERRY: Yes. [t is also resilient, like
the member for Irwin-Moore. The priee for
commodities like tea cannot be fixed. Tt
would he well to find out whether these rises
which oceur, as suggested by the member for
Mt Magnet, on Monday morning with such
regularity are due to conditions in Australia
or whether they are the outcome of rises in
uw market over which nobody has control,
except the people who are in the market.

A little while ago I was told on very good
authority that the Singapore ships leave
Australia loaded to the Plimsoll but that
when they return they do so with an average
of something like 630 tons of available
empty space, I suggested by question that
that space should be occupied by petrol. All
sorts of complications avise, however. If
there are more than 13 cases of petrol on a
ship it must not carry passengers. But in a
time of emerzency, when petrol is needed by
virtue of that very emergency, and it is
necessary for people to travel from those
countries, they should take the risk, the
same as anyone else does. The soldier
going aversea on a ship takes a risk, and
perkaps a greater one when he leaves the
ship. People who travel on ships in time
of war should have no special considera-
tion. Had this matter been put before the
Singapore Government it would have been
agrecd to, I helieve, and we could have got
our benzine down. It seems, however, to be
beyond the ken of trading intelligence to do
these things.

I do not know whether anyone blends
tea here, but the price of tea in the coun-
{ries from which it is exported could be
discovered, and the diffienlties connected
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with tea shortages could most certainly be
overcome. Many funny things occur in
Australia because we do not know what is
happening; or perhaps it suits somebody’s
pocket for us to be immersed in these
troubles.  That is a great pity. Possibly
many things we vequire could be brought
down. Wo have certainly sent away ns much
as people in those countries need.

The war effort in Australia includes the
primary producer, and again we come back
to this (uestion: Where are our ships? The
only answer we get is from Echo. This is
the third year of the war and we are in a
worse Dlight than when it eommenced in
1934, 1t behoves us to see that that plight
is rectified, It is in our own individual
seltish interests to see that it is done apart
from the great value it will be to those
boys oversea, about whom I spoke earlier.
While on the subject of surpluses, I point
out that an effort was made by goodwill
people to arrange aid for Russia. That is
very proper. The idea is to send an ambu-
lance.

The Minister for Mines: They will prob-
ably need an undertaker.

Mr. BERRY: Yes, and we might need
ong here, too. In a matter of a few
months something of infinitely more value
to those people than ambulances will he re-
quired—the surpluses which today we say
are embarrassing. Again, we come back
to the auestion of ships. I hope the ques-
tion will not be lost sight of, because it is
the medium between us and progress.
There is no progress without maritime pro-
gress. When the war is over we will
experience a dearth of ships, so that even
the much-despised wooden ships will be of
great value, Where are these ships coming
from? Ameriea is building at an enormous
rate, but that will not answer our problem.
Whoever has the bigpest mervcantile marine
fleet when the war is over will be the power
in 'the world. Let us wee that it is the
British Empire, with Australia well in the
lead!

A few davs ago we had several vessels
here, in Australia, from Soviet Russia. Did
they eome to play marhles? No. They came
here looking for food. These ships are the
forerunners of a tremendous demand from
this country, to avert starvation in Europe,
Russia and perhaps Asin. We ean stop that
starvation and save the world, snd beat Hit-
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ler, only if we have the ships. I am n.t
allowed, I understand, to quote from “Han-
sayd,” or to read it.

Mr. Marshall: You can do anything until
vou are stopped.

Mr. BERRY: Unfortunately I have lost
the place. When the Premier was speak-
ing he drew attention to an important
point, I think few of us vealized what he
said and I did not appreciate the import-
ance of it until I read his statement in
"Hansard.” He mentioned that £10,000 had
heen provided for what he described as
cleetion expenditure. In the course of his
remarks the Premier said—

1f members feel that the expenditure is not
justificd and that the general cleetion should
not be leld, T should be only too happy to
aceede to their request that the election be
postponed.

Mr. J. Hegney: What do you think about
that?

Mr. Fox: It is a fair offer.

Mr. BERKY: The Premier, by way of
purenthesis, suggested that the Leader of
the Opposition looked at him when he said
that—presumably eritieally.

Hon, C. G, Latham: I koew how face-
tious the Premier was in making the slate-
ment.

Mr. BERRY: On the contrary, I regard
the Premier’s statement ns pregnant  with
importance. I fecl that at a time like the
present, in view of the position to which I
have referred during the course of my re-
marks, the Premier’s assertion was import-
ant. The conditions I have in mind centye
largely in the fneg that Iitler is proving so
suecessful in his invason of Russia; we
have only to watch the developments on the
map to realise how sweeessful he has been.
T have pointed to the great need for eurtail-
ing expenditure. I state definitely that the
State elections should be postponed.

Mr. Fox: Indefinitely?

Mr. BERRY: T do not know about that.
All T say is that at present they should he
postponed as one means by which cconom-
ies coulil he effected. T further suggest that
even if the clections are held, the result
will not make very much difference in the
constitution of this House, However, the
Promier asked us for our views and said
that if they were favourable he wonrld he
happy to asecept a suggestion that the
clection should be postponed.

Mr. J. Hegney: Move accordingly!

[ASSEMBLY.)

Mr. BERRY: How can 1 move in that
divection? Do not be childish!
The CHAIRMAN: Order!

Mr. BERRY: I do not view this matter
lightly. T think the Premier was right in
making that suggestion, and if he were to
persist with it I believe he would bave the
support of the people. I do not think the
State Parliament is worth the expenditure
involved in the election, nor does anyone
olse. I agree that we must have a Rtate
Parliament, but in a time of erisis such as
the present this Parliament as an institu-
tion is not worth the expenditure of £10,000
one an election, and possibly an additional
£20,000 that will be spent hy those par-
ticipating in the ecampaign. An eleetion in-
volves the cxpenditure of quite n lot of
mongy. The people want national unity and
desire a national Government. They do not
want the hare-brained thing that we have in
Canberra. What we have will not win the
war; it eould not win its wny out of a wet
bag. The Federal Government is a dis-
grace to Australia.

The Minister for Works: Those two Inde-
pendents are doing it, you know.

Mr. BERRY: They do not make any dit-
ference. The Minister for Works may choose
to be facetious. I meant that. The Minister
surely knows that a war is in progress.
The people of Australia are sick to death of
this stupid party business that costs the
Commonwealth so much.

. The Minister for Works: You ought to
bring Wilson here.

Mr. BERRY : Wilson—fiddlesticks!

Mr. Needham:
thinks about it?

Mr. BERRY: Flere is an opportunity to
serve the country. Let us postpone the clee-
tion and let the Premier seek the co-opera-
tion of the leaders of the Qpposition and the
National Party

Mr. J. Hegney: What about the TInde-
pendents?

Mv. BERRY : The longer T sit here with
the hon. member, the more I want fo go
home, Some members have displayed a good
deal of levity, but I notice that the Premier
is not smiling. I believe the Premier was
sineere in his suggestion, and I agree with
his point of view. If he thinks members want
merely to retain their seats in Parliament,
he ean disnhuse his mind so far as I am

I wonder what Wilson
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coneerned. If it were for the good of the
country for me to vacate my seat tomorrow,
I would do so.

The Minister for Mines: Leave that to the
electors.

Mr. BERRY : I hope this matter will re-
ceive serious consideration, and that the in-
tellizence displayed by certain members of
Cabinet will be sufficient to induce the re-
mainder, even though they include at least
one who sits grinning like a Cheshire eat
when a serious suggestion is advanced, to
adopt the course indicated by the Premier.

Progress reported.

House adjourned at 1056 p.m.

TLegrsiative Council.
Tuesday, 7th October, 1941,
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Liguld Frult Company 1045
Bllls: Road Districta Act Amendnent (No 2), ;. 1045
Distress for Rent Abolitlon Acf- Amendmenb, 3E. 1045
Government Stock Saleyards, .. 1045
Incrense of Rent (War Restrictlona) Act’ Amend-
ment, 9R. 1045
Inspection of Muchinery Act Amendment, :m .. 1045
Trafitc Aot Ameodment, recom. . 1045
‘Workers” Compensatlon Act Amendmant oR. .. 1047
City of Perth Scheme for Superannuation (Amend—
ments .e\ut.hurlsnllon), 2R., Com .. 1054
A:ljournment special - 1055

The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 4.30
p-m., and read prayers.

QUESTION—LIQUID FRUIT COMPANY,

Hon. C. F. BAXTER asked the Chief
Secretary: 1, Has the Government made
any monetary advances to the Liquid Fruit
Company? 2, Has the Government made
any promise to assist the company financi-
ally? 3, If any advanee, guarantee, or Snan-
cial assistance has been given, what is—(a)
the value of guch; (b) the reasons for assist-
ance; (e¢) what protection has the Govern-
ment got for any assistance rendered?

The CHIEF SECRETARY replied: 1,
Yes. 2, See answer to No. 1. 3, (a) It is
the policy of the Government to treat such
matters as confidential; (b) It is the policy
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of the Department of Industrial Develop-
ment to encourage secondary industries that
provide an outlet for primary products.
There are definite indications that if fruit
juices are not produced locally, growing
demand for them will be met by imports.
Fruit juices from Ameriea are alrendy
being sold locally; (e¢) Seecurity over land,
huildings, and plant.

BILL—ROAD DISTRICTS ACT AMEND-
MENT (No. 2).

Received from the Assembly and read a
fivst time.

BILLS (4)—THIRD READING.

1, Distress for Rent Abolition Act Amend-
ment.

2, Government Stock Salevards.

3, Increase of Rent (War Restrictions)
Act Amendment.

Returned to the Assembly with amend-
ments.

4, Inspection of Machinery Act Amend-
ment.

Transmitted to the Assembly.

BILL—TRAFFIC ACT AMENDMENT.

Recommitial,
On motion by-the Chief Secretary, Bill

recommitted for the further eonsideration of
Claunse 11.

In Committee.

Hon. J. Cornell in the Chair;
Secretary in charge of the Bill.

Clause 11—Amendment of Section 50:

The CHAIRMAN : The Chief Secretary’s
amendment appearing on the notice paper
constitutes a new clause and if aecepted in
its present form would be a violation of the
Standing Orders. The difficulty ean easily
he overcome hy putting the amendment in
stages.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: Perhaps I
may be permitted to explain the reason
for the amendment which I move as fol-
lows :—

That all the words after the word ¢fis’’ in
ling 1 be struck out nnd the following inserted

the Chief



